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Palmyra— Its  Bistory  and  Its 
Surroundings 


The  growth  of  this  village,  formerly  known  as  Palmstown 
( rahnstaedtel)  has  been  almost  phenomenal.  - It  is  located  at 
the  western  boundary  of  Lebanon  county ; in  fact,  the  built-up 
portion  at  the  western  end  extends  into  Dauphin  county.  For- 
merly that  part  was,  sometimes  nicknamed  "Help  Yourself"  \ 
it  was  likewise  known  as  “Clapboard  Staedtel."* 

Many,  other  towns  throughout  the,  Lebanon  \’alley  have 
grown  rapirlly,  but  this  one  seems  to  surpass  them  all.  Hurn- 
melstow  n has  more  than  doubled  its  population  since  the  open- 
ing of  the  Lebanon  WaFley  Railroad,  January,  1858,  at  the  time 
of  the  inauguration  of  W'illiam  F.  Packer  as  Governor  of  Penn- 
svlvania.  Annville  also  has  grown  con-'ideraidy,  from  about 
One  thousand  at  that  time,  to  between  two  and  three  tlunisand 
now.  The  City  of  Lebanon  itself  has  made  great  strides,  having 
increased  from  a village  of  a little  more  than  two  thousand, 
including  North  Lebanon,  to  a city  of  almost  or  altogether 
twentv  thousand.  Myerstown  has  probably  trebled  its  popula- 


'.Mtlunish  somewhat  uncertain,  apparently  the  postortiee  was  Palmyra  from 
the  time  of  its  estai.'ishment.  1S0-4.  and  this  name  was  then  transferred  to  the 
town.  In  the  popular  speech  it  stdl  is  ‘Talmstaedtel."  It  has  b,een  stated  that 
the  change  was  made  in  iSio.  si.v  years  after  it  became  a postofhee,  but  we  doubt 
that. 
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tion.  Richland,  Siieridan,  Robesonia;  Wernersville  and  Sinking 
Spring,  each  of. which  consisted  of  a railroad  station,  hotel  and 
several  houses,  have  now  become  thriving  and  prosperous  vil- 
lages. Some  of  them  have  started  up  banks  and  want  to  be 
incorporated  as  boroughs.  Womelsdorf,  at  a distance  from 
the  railroad,  stootl- almost  absolutely  still  until  it  was  reached 
by  the  trolley  some  ten  or  twelve  years  ago.  The  City  of 
Reading  itself  has  felt  the  impetus  and  has  increased  at  lea.st 
five  fold  and  become  a city  of  a hundred  thousa-nd. 

There  has  been  a similar  development  along  the  line  of 
the  East  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  There  we  find  Temple, 
Blandon,  Fleetwood,  Lyons,  Bowers,  Topton,  Shamrock,  Al- 
burtis,  Macungie  and  Emaus.  All  of  them  are  thriving  villages. 
Some  have  been  incorporated  as  borou^s,  with  a population 
of  from  one  to.  three  thousand,  or  evetl  more.  The  City  of 
Allentown  itself  has  grown  from  a borough,  containing  from 
six  to  eight  thousand,  to  be  a city  of  about  fifty  thousand. 

Palmyra  has  not  only  kept  pace  fully  with  all  of  them,  but 
it  has  surpassed  most  of  them,  having  grown  from  a small 
village  of  between  two  and  three  hundred  to  be  a town  of 
between  two  and  three  thousand.  In  one  respect  it-  differs  from 
many  of  the  towns  it  has  outstripped.  As  far  as  our  knowl- 
edge e.xtends  it  has  never  made  a serious  effort  to  become  incor- 
porated.  Why  or  whejefore  we  cannot  say.  But  it  is  almost 
anomalous  for  a town  of  between  two  and  three  thousand  peojile 
to  be  without  police  protection  of  its  own,  csj)eciall\'  where  there 
are  several  banks  and  other  large  industrial  (istablishments. ■ 
Whether  it  is  that  the  people  of  the  townshijj  feel  it  to  be  their 
duty  to  provide  ample  school  buildings  and  ample  school  facilities 
for  those  of  the  town,  or  whether  the  former  see  in  it  an  ad- 
vantage for  themselves  by  which  they  secure  the  benefits  and 
advantages  of  a high  school  for  the  whole  community,  we  are 
unable  to'say.  Whether  there  ^ire  other  reasons  which  outsiders 
may  fail  to  see  or  to.  appreciate,  we  do  not  know. 
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Personal  Reminiscences. 

I'he  writer  will  be  pardoned  for  indulging  in  a few  personal 
reininiseences.  On  a September  morning,  1842,  he  started  for 
school.  An  uncle,  D.  S.  Early,  made  his  home  with  the  family 
and  took  charge  of  him.  At  first  the  days  passed  uneventfully. 
Some  of  his  experiences  were  such  as  might  have  been  expected, 
when  a little  boy  who  had  never  spent  a day  away  from  home; 
who  had  never  .seen  a school ; who  had  never  had  a playmate 
other  than  a younger  brother  and  who  had  never  heard  a word 
of  English  spoken,  was  sent  to  an  English  school.  It  is  no 
wonder  that  when,  according  to  the  methods  of  teaching  then 
in  vogue,  he  was  called  upon  to  recite  his  A D C's,  as  it  was  then 
called,  the  teacher  pointing  with  a pen,  a pencil,  or  a little 
stick.  7.  c..  to  name  the'letters  as  they  were  pointed  out,  finding 
some  “dog  ears”  on  the  book,  he  should  want  to  take  time  to 
straighten  them  out’.  It  was  perfectly  natural  therefore,  that 
when  the  teacher  addressed  him  impatiently,  calling  to  him. 
“Hurry  up,  John,”  he  should  say. with  perfect  innocence,  “wart 
jusht.  ich  komm  glen”  (Wait.  I ani  coming,  presently.) 

-A.t  first  he  recited  entirely  alone.  Most  of  those  of  his 
own  age,  Oliver  Henry,  Louisa  Henry,  Henry  Segner,  Henry 
Houck.  Carrie  Matter*  and  some  others,  who  had  attended 
school  before,  recited  in  a class.  They  spelled  syllables  and 
short  words.  Before  the  winter  was  over  he  was  put  into  the 
same  class.  Then  began  the  Jormation  of  a friendly  quintet, 
who  although  rivals  in  the  class,  remained  fast  friends  during 
their  entire  school  life  and  even  later.  They,  were:-  Whlliam  H 
Thome,  Henry  Houck,  Carrie  Matter.  Lousia  Henry  and  the 
writer  of  this  sketch.  Xot  only  did  they,  pursue  their  studies 
together  and  in  the  same  class,  but  they  always  managed  to 
stand  together.  If  any  one  of  them  missed  a day.  the  others 
would  encourage  and  cheer  him  or  her  up  until  they  filled  theii 
five  places  at  the  itead  of  class,  d hen  all.  were  diappy. 

This  friendly  relation  continued  throughout  their  entire 
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scliool  life.  Then  Henry  Houck  "became  a school  teacher, 
Louisa  Henry  went  to  school  at  Mechanicsbiirg.  Cumberland 
County,  William  H.  Thome  and  self  entered  the  P^paratory 
Department  of  Pennsylvania  College  and  Carrie  Matter  .alone 
remained  at  Palmyra.  Social  . intercourse  was  uninterrupted 
until  about  iSrxD,  when  Henry  Houck  had  married  and  settled  at 
Lebanon  ; William  H.  Thome  had  become  a practicing  physician 
at  Palmyra  and  soon  after  entered  the  army  as  a surgeon  ; 
Louisa  Henry  had  become  the  wife  of  Jacob  Killinger,  at  Ann- 
ville;  Carrie  Matter  became  the  wife  of  Israel  Landis  and  ere 
long  left  the  town  ; the  writer  himself  became  pastor  of  con- 
gregations in  Lancaster  County. 


Alexander  Dasher. 

Xo  doubt  some  of  the  older  generation  will  remember  Alex- 
ander Dasher,  the  teacher  who  had  charge  of  th^  school  at 
that  time.  He  seems  to  have  been  the  last  of  the  family.  He 
lived  with  his  mother  in  the  large  stone  house  directly  opposite 
the  tavern.  The  house  at  that  time  belonged  to  the  widow  of 
J.  .A.dam  Deinfnger.  Jr.  She  was  the  mother  of  Leonard  Dein- 
inger,  who  lived  on  a farm  south  of  the  town,  John  D„  Adam 
D.,  both  dead  long  since,  and  Benjamin  D.,  until  recently  a 
resident  of  Campbellstown,  were  her  grandsons.  One  of  her 
daughters  was  Mrs.  John  Ernst,,  another  Mrs.  John  Lutz  and 
the  third  Mrs.  John  Miller. 

Mr.  Dasher  had  several  prominent  characteristics.  He  was 
a strict  disciplinarian.  He  was  thoroughly  versed  in  English. 
He  was  an  excellent  penman.  But  unfortunately  he  was  given 
to  the  use  of  stimulants.  When  under  their  influence  he  was 
apt  to  be  morose,  suspicious  and  very  irritable. 

Presumably  Vtry  few  of  his  pupils  will  ever  forget  how  he 
would  line  up  the  little  chaps  in.  primary  classes  and  have  them 
pronounce  this,  that,  through,  thousand,  therefore,  bleeding  and 
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otl>cT  similar  words,  iimil  rliey  could  jironounco  tlicin  correctlv. 

I he  r|sii!t  was  that  vejy  tow  of  his  pujiils  wore  over  yuiiltv  of 
hotrayiiiy  their  ( loniian  oriy^in  h\  am-  |)ocuhtirit\-  of  accent  or 
eiuincillf.on.  Nearly  all  (>f  them  could  move  in  almost  anv  circle 
without  once  causing  people  to  sus])ect  that  thev  could  s])etik 
any  other  than  the  Knyiish  lany^uaye.  lie  lived  to  a y^ood  old 
aye.  I’.etween  1870  and  1873.  it  was  said,  he  had  his  home  with 
so, me  relatives  in  Lykens  \’alle\'.  lie  was  then  considerahK- 
]).ast  eiyhtw 

Locking  Out  the  Teacher. 

( )!ie  incident  of  those  e:irl\-  school  days  will  never  fade 
from  niem(')r\ . It  was  duriny  the  first  or  second  winter.  _There 
had  been  much  talk  and  ewn  considerable  hoastmy  about  hx'k- 
iny  the  teacher  out  before  Christmas.  This  was  an  old  time 
custom.  r>ut  it  harl  not  occurred  for  some  years.  The  scholars 
were  fre(|uuitl\'  warntd  that  it  would  j)n.)ve  a most  unfortunate 
movement  for  which  they  would  certainlo'  be  sorry,  if  they 
lockefl  Mr.  Dashyr  out.  -I'inalh'  a number  of  the  laryer, scholars 
decided  to  trv  the  e.\j)eriment.  ."So  oi'.e  Tifternof)n,  a few  daws 
before  C hristinas,  the  smaller  scholars  bemy  sent  home.  the\- 
bolted  the  doors  and  fastened  the  shutters  tiyhtly.  When  tlie 
teticher  came  he  could  not  yet  in.  I'he  scholars  refused  to  open 
tor  him,  unless  under  i)romise  of  hheraj  presents  for  Christina-. 
Not  heiny  able  to  yet  into  the  scluM'ilhouse,  he  went  home  to 
await  results.  ( )f  course  they  could  not' keep  him  out  forever. 
I'indiny  that  thc\‘  could  nut  accomplish  an\thiny  the  scholars 
tds(')  went  home. 

.\fter  C'hristmas  the  school  was  ayain  opened,  and  the 
settlement  of  accounts  followed  immediately.  ( )n  the  na^rniny 
of  the  first  da\  the  culprits  were  called  to  ticcount.  Mr.  IMsIkt 
seemed  to  know  i:)rccisel\  who  were  the  rmyleaders.  We  do 
not  rememher  all  their  itames.  but  John  Lonyenecker,  Henry 
Lonycnecker  and  Henr\  Stayer  came  in  for  their  full  share  of 
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punishment.  .All  were  flogg'cd,- l)ut  these  niQst  unmefcifully. 
I^aslier  literally  made  tlie  thist  tly.  St>me  of  the  others,  one 
of  the  Longenecker  ctirls  and  some  of  the  Rtjdearmel  girls 
were  also  punished,  but  not  so  severely.  Hut  if  either-John  or 
Henry  Longenecker  ever  forgot  the  thrashing  they  received 
they  must  have  been  good  at  forgetting. 

..Another  little  incident  which  we  do  n<'»t  propose  to  give 
in  vletail,  is  worthy  of  record.  ( hie  of  the  smaller  scholars  -was 
laid  up  for  almost  an  entire  year  with  an  attack  of  “cohf/c 
s'T>.r7/f;/g.”  Of  course  he  could  not  attend  school  during  this 
time.  During  his  sickness  he  had  been  petted  very  much.  He 
was^  accustomed  to  have  his  own  way.  In  the  falk^is  father 
brought  him  to  school.  He  fairly  dragged  the  boy  thither.  We 
heard  him  when  still  a good  way  off.  flis  fatl^er  had  gone 
toward  home  but  a few  hundred  yards  wlien  th^  little  fellow 
bolted,  crying.  “I  want  to  go  home,  bpo  boo!  boo  fioo!”  When 
he  caught  up  with  his  father,  the  latter  applied  the  strap,  brought 
him  back  and  told  the  teacher  to  repeat  the  dose  if  necessarv. 
.After  that  he  proved  a most  industrious  scholar.  He  has  made 
his  mark  in  the  world. 

The  Old  Schoolhouse. 

This  stood  at  the  southern  edge  of  tlie  pike,  about  cquallv 
distant  from  the  old  tavern,  from  the  pond  near  where  Leslie's 
carriage  factory  stands,  and  from  the  store  then  kept  b\-  John 
Ltirly  and  David  h'arnest.  It  was  a stone  building,  about  34.X36 
or  38  and  had  been  erected  by  lion.  John  Kean,  about *1805. 
He  had  been  aj)pointed  associate  judge  by  Gov.  Mifflin  tmd 
served  three  terms  as  State-Senator  ffom  the  Berks  and  Dauphin 
district.  In  1796  he  formed  a partnership  with  John  Elder,  the 
son  of  Rev.  Elder,  pastor  of  the  Ra.xtang  Presbyterian’ Church, 
in  purchasing  tire  Xew  Market  Eorge.  which  they  carried  on 
together  for  ten  or  more  years.  In  October.  1805  he  was  made 
Regi.strar  of  General  .Accounts  of  the  Commor. wealth. 
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In  1791  lie  had  been  appointed,  together  with  Robert 
I larri|  and  Michael  Kapp.  commissioners  to  build  the  court- 
house and  public  offices  at  Harrisburg.  If  \vc  understand  Kean’s 
own  ^atements  correctly,  the  Legislature  had  appropriated 
something  like  $15,300  for  this  purpose,  certainly  not  a very 
magnificent  sum.  They  were  to  receive  six  per  cent  of  the 
money  exix'nded  as  compensation.  The  building  was  also  to 
accomodate  the  Legislature  in  case  the  Capitol  were  removed 
to  this  place.  They  expended  $15,327.49.  Their  enemies  at 
once  charged  that  they  had  squandered  $2000  of  ' the  public 
money.  The  matter  was  carried  to  court.  Harris  was  left  out 
of  the  matter  and  Kapp  held  aloof.  The  occurrence  of  the 
whiskey  insurrection  about  this  tiiiie  made  matters  worse.  The 
opposition  and  criticism  did  not  cease. 

In  1803  he  purchased  a house  arul  nine  acres  of  land — the 
draft  says  seven  acres  and  ninety-six  perches,  with  si.x  per  cent, 
allowance,  at  Palmyra.  Survey  on  drafts  sliow  that  this  was  the 
house  occupied  as  a residence  and  shoemaker’s  shop  by  John 
Kieffer.  sixty  or  si.vty-five  years-ago.  .‘Afterwards  it  was  occu- 
pied by  Kieffpr’s  son-in-law.  .\braham  Zimmerman.  The  semi- 
circular window  in  the  eastern  gable  is  said  to  have  been  taken 
fr(an  the  old  Ihndnagle’s  Church  but  has  been  removed  of  late. 

. In  1802  Hon.  Kean  was  elected  to  the  Senate  for  a third 
time.  .Another  fferce  attack  was  now  made  upon  him  bv  Ben- 
jamin .Mayer,  a German  printer.  This  attack  seemed  so  unwar- 
rantable that  Kean- instituted  suit.  Mayer  was  found  guilty  and 
condemned  to  pay  a fine  of  $300.  Kean  would  ^not  use  the 
money  for  his  personal  benefit.  He  therefore  applied  it  to  the 
building  “of  the  stone  schoolhouse  at  Palmyra.”  Kvidentlv 
politics  also  ran  high  in  those  days. 

This  building  remained  in  use  about  forty  years.  Then'  it 
made  room  for  the  first  public  school  building  which  was  located 
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towards  the  western  end  of-tlie  to\\n.  This,  too,  was  a s'tone 
building.'  It  was  located  one  hundred  yards  or  more  north  of 
tlie  pike  near  the  northeast  corner  of  Joseph  Longenecker  s 
garden. 

In  the  old  schoolhouse  the  desks  e.xtended  along  the  three 
side's  of  the  building,  north,  west  and  south,  the  .scholars  facing 
each  other  At  the  door  there  was  a passage  through  the  desks. 
This  was  at  the  south  side.  The  teacher's  desk  occupied  the 
eastern  end,  alongside  of  the  large  chimney. 

..As  near  as  can  be  gathered,  the  predecessor  of  Mr.  Dasher 
was  .Abraham  Philips,  Esq.  The  writer’s  father  often  spoke 
i3f  his“e.\perience  as  a pupil  under  him.  ’Squire  PhTfips,  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  as  he  was  generally  known,  seems  to  have 
brought  some  of  his  native  Irish  dialect  with  him.  linto  this 
he  would  fall  when  he  became  excited  and  wanted  |o  reprove 
his  scholars.  He  was  also  a surveyor  and  scrivener.  ^ Some  of 
his  work,  as  also  that  of  one  of  his  pupils,  Benjamin  Oehrle, 
shows  considerable  ability.  It  would  be  hard  to  surpass  their 
penmanship.  We  have  however  sometimes  had  a lurking  sus- 
picion that  possibly  Rev.  Benjamin  German  taught  this  school 
for  a short  time.  He  entered  the  ministry  in  rSi/.  Benjamin 
( )ehrle  and  the  rest  of  the  family  always  spoke  of  him  as  if  he 
had  been  their  teacher.  While  he  mav  havedaught  the  school 
at  the  liimlnagle’s  Church,  this  does  not  seem  “altogether  likely. 
William  Oehrle,  Esq.,  remained  a member  of  the  Campbellstown 
Clmrch  until  Benjamin  German  became  pastor  at  Bindnagle's. 
He  would  therefore  hardly  have  sent  any  pupils  to  Bindnagle’s. 
or  was  there  a church  ^hool  at  Campbellstown?  Possible 
therefore  Benjamin  German  may  h^e  preceded  .Abraham 
Philips  at  Palmyra.  But  to  make  matters  more  confusing,  the 
Catechism  of  William  Early  has  this  inscription.  “William 
Early's  Book,  September  ist.  1819,  Campbellstown.”  He  was 
just  approaching  his  eleventh. birthday  armiver.sary;  and  would 
hardly  be  attending,  the  catechetical  class. 
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\\  hilc  I'alinyra  has  had  a rapid  s^rowth,  the  matter  has 
soiiKthi^es  been  overstated.  About  eiijht  or  ten  years  a>.^o,  some' 
(ine  uh(|  evidently  did  not  take  time  to  reflect  on  what  he  was 
sayinjy,  published  a statement  to  the  effect  that  sixty  years  prior 
it  had  less  that  si.xty  inhabitants,  or  about  twelve  or  fifteen  fami- 
lies. That  thfs  was  an  overstatement  will  be  evident  from  the 
fact  that  si.xty-si.x  years  a^<y  1842.  there  were  no  less  than  three 
dozen  of  families,  between  one  hundred  and  forty  and  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  inhabitants.  It  would  make  this  article 
entirely  too  leui^thy  to  .q'ive  the  names  and  describe  the  location 
of  tlie  families.  There  are  several  whom  we  could  not  locate 
at  this  time  and  distance.  W’e  will  therefore  beg^^in  at  the  eastern 
end,  locate  a few.  then  "’ive  the  names  of  the  others,  ^mply 
indicatiu"  whether  they  lived  north  or  south  of  the  pike. 

The  only  house-east  of  the  road  from  Gravel  Hill  to  Camp- 
bellstown  and  south  of  the  pike,  between  1842  and  1845. 
that  occupied  by  Martin  Early  as  a store  and  residence.  Then 
came  the  dingy  frame  building  now  occupieiT  by  .A.  Farnsler’s 
tailor  shop.  One  or  two  families’occupied  that.  Dr.  Thome’s 
residence  and  ^office,  formerly  Abraham  f^hilips',  came  next. 

( )pposite,  on  the  north  side,  was  tl;e  residence  and  store  of  Jos- 
eph florstick.  This  is  said  to  have  been  constructed  of  the 
materials  of  the  olff  Ifindnagle's  Ghureh  lUit  .this  is  doubtful. 
1'hcn.  on  the  opposite  side,  between  Dr.  Thome’s  and  the  tavern, 
josepli  I’xnvman,  elected  sheriff  1843.  Then  a Carmany  fami- 
1\ . who  SIX')!!  after  moved  to  .Mver.stown — Ci^rnelius,  the  son.  was 
a schoolmate.  The -next  was  the  tavern  kept  by  .Mr.  (ierman, 
who  went  to  Iowa.  ( )j)])Osite,  on  the  north  side,  was  the  large 
sti>ne  house  occupied  bv  Mrs.  J.  .Adam  IDeiuinger.  .\lexander 
Dasher  and  his  mother.  .\ext,  on  the  same  side,  was  the  store 
ke])t  by  David  hiarncst  and  John  Early.  John  learly  and  family 
resided  here.  ■ Then,  on  the  same  side,  John  Ream  with  felizabcth 
Uowman.  .A  little  further,  on  the  opposite  side.  John  Miller  in 
a large  brick  house.  .At  the  northwest  corner  (T  his  garden  the 
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tenant  hoiLse  was  occupiecl'.by  Liickenbills.  Almost  directly  tn 
front,  in  the  middle  of  the  street,  the  pump  stood.  .On  the  north 
side  ‘‘Betz  Ernst,"  “Betz  Henry."  Think  there  was  still  another 
house  immediately  west.  About  this  we  are  in  doubt.  Then 
came  the  shop  and  residence  of  John  KiefTer,  already  referred 
to;  Xe.xt  was  Susanna  Rissor’s  house,  a small  lo"  affair.  Just 
beyond  Abraham  ( ?)  Peiffer’s  tin  shop  and  residence.  Oppo- 
site these,  on  die  south  side,  the  shoemaker  shop  and  residence 
of  George  Aurents.  Some  hundred  yards  further* west,  on  the 
north  side.  Peter  Rodearmel’s  tavern,  with  pump  alongside. 
Diagonally  across,  on  south  side,  was  the  residence  of  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Seachrist.  Then  Conrad  Horstick’s  store  and  resi- 
dence. Just  beyond,  a rough  cast  house  occupied  by  ^lary  Geib 
and  Lizzie  Cope.  Opposite,  on  the  north’ side,  thfc  large  farm 
house  of  Joseph  Longenecker.  Diagonally  a.cro^,  the  large 
barn,  and  in  the  angle  formed  by  the  lane  and  the  pike,  the  large 
pond.  .A.  small  field’s  breadth  beyon<l  Longenecker’sTouse  stood 
a small  dingy  frame  building.  Do  not  remember  who  occupied 
it.  Then  Peter  Schwanger’s  blacksmith  shop.  Then  another  dingv 
frame  house,  somewhat  larger,  occupied  by  Schwanger.  Right 
alongside  of  this  tlie  large  stone  building,  now  converted  into  a 
hotel,  then  occupied  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Vanhoff  and  another  familv. 
Think  iw  was  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  Stein,  tjut  am  not  sure.  I 
knofw  that  the  twin  sons  of  Mr.  ^tcin  attended  school.'  Dircctlv 
opposite  the  Schwanger  residence,  on  the  soirtlv  side,  was  the 
shoemaker  shop  and  residence  of  Samuel  Houck.  ,.‘\t  the  north- 
west corner  was  another  pump.  Right  back  of  it  was  the  sad- 
dler shop  of  Kieffer  and  Matter.  .A,longside  of  that,  the  up|)er 
hotel.  Matter’s.  Severaf  hundred  yards  beyond  was  the’  f’alm 
Church  erected  in  1845.  Samuel  Segner’s  residence  and  tailor 
shop  was  nearlv  as  far  west  of  the  church  as  Alatter’s  hotel  was 
east  of  it.  Thq  last  house  east  of  the  upper  Campbellstown 
road  was  the  farm  house  of  Andrew  Henry.  It  was  also  the 
last  one  in  Lebanon  County.. 

Bevond  the  Dauphin  line,  on, the  north  side„  we  find  George 
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1 (cmpcrly's,  William  Snoddy's  residence  and  wheelwright  shop, 
Runkl|'  s blacksmith  shoj)  and  residence.  George  Schneider’s 
residence  and  tailor  shop,  Jacob  Miller’s  saddler  shop  and  resi- 
dence and  the  tollgate  then  kept  by  Miller.  L nless  greatly  mis- 
taken there  were  several  small  log  houses  beyond.  ( )n  the  south 
side  .\quilla  Richards  had  his  home.  He  had  a brother.  Rli. 
but  think  he  was  a bachelor.  Abraham  Henry,  Martin  llow- 
man,  generally  du'bbed  *‘der  barfuessig  Marty,"  because  of  a 
sa\ing  that  from  the  first  of  May  untill  the  time  of  the  first 
frost  in  the  fall,  he  never  wore  shoes.  Reyond  this,  a little  off 
from  the  road,  was  the  residence  of  “liilly"  Rager.  There  were 
one  or'  two  other  houses  in  this  same  section,  one  occupied  bv 
Jacob  Kaehle  and  the  other  by  his  brother-in-law,  Heiiry  (?) 
Long.  They  came  from  Rerks  County,  not  very  far  from 
Wohleberstaedtel  (Mt.  .Aetna.)  Ifesides  this  there  were  several 
other  families.  H'tnry  Stager  attended  school  regularly  while 
the  ol<l  schoolhouse  was  in  use.  Where  the  family  lived  we  do 
not  know.  From  this  it  will  be  seen  that. there  were  not  less 
than  thirtv  or  thirU'-two  families  on  the  Lebanon  Countv  side 

• , . r'  . 

and  jit  least  ten  or  a dozen  on  the  Dauphin  side,  giving  a popu- 
lation of  not  less  than  from  one  hundred  and  si.xty  to  one  hun- 
*■  dred  and  seventy-five.  During  tlte  ne.xt  five  years  not  less  than 
twelve  or  fifteen  families  were  added.  Whilst  this  may  not 
seem  a very  large  increase,  tlie  fact  t!pat  it  represents  a growtii 
of  about  fort\'  per  cent  in  five  \ears.  shows  that  it  was  moving 
forward. 

The  Second  Schoolhouse. 

Cl'his  has  already  been  referred  to.  .Ml  the  pupils  of  the 
town  and  vicinit\-  were  at  (Mice  transferred  tcj  it.  .\bout  the 
name  of  the  teacher  onr  recollection  is  not  as  clear  as  it  might 
be.  Hie  e.xcitement  ciMicerning  the  .Mexican  war.  which  was  at  it? 
height  tlien.'  will  never  be  forgotten.  Rut  whether  .\ar(Mi  If. 
\\  eidman  was  the  onlv  teacher  or  whether  D.  I’alsbangh  taught 
one  term  intervening  we  cannot  sa\  [>ositively.  W’e  know  that 
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Mr.  r.alsbaui^h  Tau,c:bL. several  tomTS,  with -an  'mtenuission  of 
one  \ear  or  more,  lie  certain!}  tan;.ilu  in  the|hrick  or  lower 
sclioolhouse  in  1850  and  1851.  In  1851  he  went  to  Uicttv.vbnri;. 
I’.efore  that  he  was  ahsent  a \ear.  .\fter  that  year’s  absence 
we  recall  distinctly  that  ho  “hoarded  round."  One  scene  which 
occurred  dnrini^  that  term  is  impressed  inetfaceahly  on  the 
memorv.  Dnrinj^  the  week  he  was  hoarding'  at  the  e.xtreme 
etlstern  end  at  a ta\-ern.  and  was  occnpx  iny:  the  table  alone,  when 
one  of  the  yonnijsters  api)roached  him  and  said.  “I'ress  mer  die 
Lirnmheere  net  all,  ich  will  ah  dovon.  (Don’t  eat  all  the  po- 
tatoes. I want,  some  too. ) 

Mr.  M’eidman  came  about  the  time  the  bmltlin"  of  the 
church  was  completed.  As  S(3on  as  that  was  done  he  became 
the  prime  mover  in  the  establishment  of  a Surilay  school,  but 
he  did  not  remain  very  Ion".  Me  left  suddenly.  Whether  he 
was  ever  heard  of  afterwards  we  do  not  know.^ 

Duriii"  one  of  the  terms  the  teacher  was  a,"ain  lockecl  out. 
In  com[)anv  with  John  Killin^er.  the  oldest  brother  of  Mrs. 
I’olK  Schittler,  wc.watched  the  proceedings.  The  teacher  ver\- 
sensil)l\  ignored  the  whole  thiip".  I hat  ended-  it.  I here  were 
no  more  lockouts. 

The  Brick  Schoolhou^. 

I’.nt  the  town  was  "rowiii".  < hie  school  could  no  longer 
contain  the  pujiils.  I'he  school  hoard  entered  into  a contract 
w ith  Joseph  L.onck.  at  that  time  residiii"  on  a tann  south  of' the 
town,  to  erect  a second  schoolhou.se.  If  memory,  is  not  entirely 
at  fault  he  received  between  8400  and  $500.  It  was  a brick 
huildiii"  and  was  located  at  the  au"le  formed  by  two  alley.s — 
one  alon,"  thy  hotel  stable  and  the  other  back  of  the  residences, 
several  hundred  vards  due  south  oTthe  hrst  or  old  scluVolhouse. 
I loth  these  j)ublic  school  •buildinq's  had  a middle  aisle  with  desks 
f<jr  the  pupils  on  both  sides.  ..\aron  I*'.  Weldman  was  the  fir.st 
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truclicr.  lie  had  beer,  in  atieiidance  upon  a New  5’ork  or  a 
I'hi^laiul  institution.  .\pparentK'  he  had  iinhihed  soiiie- 
tliii^  of  the  spirit  of  tluit  section  and  \\;is  fond  of  es[)atiatinct 
upon  some’of  their  social  customs.  ( )ther  teachers  in  this 
sclioot  were:  1).  IhdshtiuTh,  Dtirius  J.  Seltzer  and  ,\.  ['rank 

.^eltzer.  now  ti  la\v\er  of  I.ehation.  d'he  teacher'^  in  the  other 
school  were:  .Mr.  lloMord.  atterward  loc.ated  ;it  W ei>.-'port. 

(.'tirhiMi  (.'ount\',  and  losejih  K.  [ackson.  snl)se(|uentle  located  ;it 
l^t.  Clair,  .Schmlkill  L'onntx,  1 ’enns\  1\ tini.i. 

-Many  ainusino' and  e.xcitiny  incidents  connected  with  those 
etiidy  .school  davs  inicTht  he  related.  .\  few  wdl  suffice.  I'or 
some  time  .\ndrew  Iler.Nhex  wtis  generally  the  victirn  of  .Mr. 
Hasher's  wrath.  I’ossibK-  it  w:is  not  very  amnsiny  to  him  or  to 
the  teacher  to  see  the  latter  itiv  it  on  as  Inird  as  he.  could,  ;md 
then  to -see  .Vndrew  looking  up  into  his  ftice  ”rmniny.  Daniel 
■\ey  was  another  scape  yoat.  .'Scarcely  ti  <la\  i);issed  that  he 
did  not  receive  one  or  two  lloyyinys.  6 was  remarkahle  that 
he  seldom,  if  . ever,  shed  am  tears  or  e\en  whimpered.  The 
rep(')rt  was  y^enerally  acce|)t.dd  that  lie  had  a leather  lininy, 
re-enforced  with  ptiper  and  other  materials.  co\eriny  hi>  entire 
hack.  It  was  cletirh  - noticealile  that  .Mr.  Dasher,  who  under- 
stood thorouo'hlv  how  to  la\-  on  the  rod  ehectnahh  , could  sel- 
dom make  hiiiT  wince.  .Mxnit  iS44_ri'  1S43  \\  dliam  .Ww.  who 
wvas  a weaver,  and  with  whom  the  hoy  li\ed.  mo\ed  to  .M\  er^- 
town,  and  we  liavc  not  heard  of  him’  sjnci.  . 

(hie  da\  the  whole  school  was  upset  when  ji.fm  Miller,  a 
poor  cripple,  who  had  his  home  with  tin  uncle.  wa-«  taken  with 
;m  e]):leptic  fit.  I liis  occurred  in  the  hrick  .''choul  house. 

Building  of  the  Palm  Church. 

Ihe'ltmd  on  w hich  this  church  wti.s  erected  w tis  donated 
h\  .'^tniiuel  .^eyiier  tmd  I'hilip  .Matter,  both  l.utlu-ran.  I p to 
this  time,  184^.  till  desirous  of  tittendiiirf  reliyioiis  worship  tmd 
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us’iiL^  the  ( lennan  languai^c-  had-  ti>  tra\Vl  to  I’ihdnatjlc's. 
iioarlv  three  miles  to  the'nortli,  or  to  Campl>dlsti >wn  ( \vc  use  the 
name  as  ^iveii  then)  tua.)  miles  south.  I’ossiliy  it  mi^ht  be- 
repfarded  as  a remarkable  coincidence  that  the  L’nion  Churcli 
at  this  latter  place  should  be  rebuilt  at  the  .'^amc  time..  Their 
old  church  had  been  m use  htt\'  years,  the  hrst  one  havins^f 
been  erected  17<)4.  .\nother  noticablc  tact  is  that  after  two 
Lutherans  yave  the  laiid  and  the  Lutherans  contributed  two- 
thirds  of  the  inonev  recpiired.  as  the  records  show,  the  Re- 
formed were  not  slow  to  chiim  erinal  rights,  but  to  rule  everv- 
thiu".  This  was  specially  manifest  when  some  years  later  the 
Lutherans  refused  to  re-elect  one  of  their  own  men,  who  had 
proved  himself  altogether  unworthy  of  any  ofbcrf^hs  superin- 
tendent of  the  Snndav  school.  The  Rebjrmed  at  once  took  up 
the  sca{^c  i^racc,  organized  a separate  schoolfin  the.  Union 

Church  and  put  that  fellow  at  its  head.  * 

* 

The  two  churches  were  similar  in  design.  Ihnh  were  built 
(.*!  stone  and  had  galleries  on  three  sides,  h'ach  had  a cupola 
w ith  bell.  .\s  church  bell.s  were  quite  anovelty  in  that  section, 
tliey  were'  rung  almost  every  evening  from  early  fall,  in  fact 
from  har\est  time,  inuil  the  churches  were  dedicated.  Soine- 
ti  lies  it  almost  seemed  as  if  those  who  rang  them  were  trviug 
ti  ■ outdo  each  other. 

* 

# 

, The  writer  .still  ha.s  a faint  recollection  ~of  the  dedication  of 
the  Ltdm  Church.  Dr.  W’.  C.  Krnst  and  Rev.  Stein  caiiie  to 
Ins  ftither's  house  after  the  afternoon'  service.  If  not  mistaken 
Rev.  j.  1'.  Vogelbach.  then  pastor  of  St.  Michael’s,  Llarris- 
burg,  also  preached  oit  the  occasion.  Th.e  only  Reformed  minis- 
ter we  can  recall  was  Rev.  Joel  keber,  whe>  became  the  first 
jitistor  or  supply.  He  was  succeeded  bv  Rev.  .\.  S.  Leiubach. 
Rev.  j.  D.  Zehring.  Rev.  C.  I'.l  lofmeyer  and  then  bv  Dr.  J. 
L.  lliester. 

'Pile  laithe.ran  congregation  has  had  (piite  ;i  lengtlu’  list  of 
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pa.siiirs.  Rrv.  j.  F.  \ oi^elbach  supplied  it  for  a year  or  tui). 
I I’almyra.  L am])beIl>to\\  ii,  1 lindnap^le  s and  Shell's  entered 
inio^he  h )llo\viny  eoinpaet.  Fhe  original  of  it  came  into  the 
writer's  pussc>sic)n  w hen,  aetim;'  as  tidininistrator  of  his  father's 
estate.  March  Ji,  i<S4U,  tlie  Lutheran  eam^re.^ation  in  the  new 
I’idin  Chnrch  made  the  fullowin^  ])ro])osition  ; "If  the  IL'anj^eli- 
cal  Lnthertm  con^reptitii ms  of  L'timid)cllstown.  I’>indnactle’s  tmd 
Shell's  will  unite  with  us  iu  the  formation  of  a chart^e.  we,  the 
b'.van!oelical  Lutheran  conpreLtation  of  Lahnyra.  oblj^ate  our- 
sel\es  herewith  to  unite  with  them  in  callinsy  a minister,  who, 
either  alrcad\-  is  a member  of  the  Synod  (jf  I’ennsylvania,  or 
of  oiie  who  is  a member  of  ;i  S^nod  in  correspondence  with 
said  Synod,  and  who  upon  his  election  will  become  a-member 
of  the  same  i.  e.  of  the  Ministerium  of  I’ennsylvania.”  “I’al- 
myra.  Lebanon  L'ountv.  .Marcli  2i.  184D."  This  paper  was 
signed  b\-  ( ieor^e^Sclmeider.  Samuel  Scirner.  Lioori^e  ilemperl\', 
1 )auiel  Ltirmam',  |ohu  F'orne\  and  t onrad  1 lorstick. 

Fhese  tire  the  ntuiTc'S  in  tlje  conpTCTation.’s  copy,  which  w;is 
turu.ed  over  to  Joseph  I.ouck  who  succeeded  William  F.arly  tis 
Trustee  of  Rarsianaye  or  l’tiri>h.  lit  ti  copv  m the  possession 
of  William  I'.arK'.  Jr..  ;uu!  foi>ud  tunonp-  his  private  papers, 
tit  the  time  of  his  death  the  name  of  Dtiniel  Carman\  is  not 
found,  but  tliat  7-f  William  I'.arl}',  Jr.,  in>t^tid. - 

I hi>  proposition  v\ti"  accepted  by  tliese  coinyreyatioii''. 

1 nder  tiii^  coinptict  Riw.  L.  < 1.  b.yyer".  belouyinp'  to  the  \\e>t- 
1 ’cuns\ Ktiniti  .'^\iiod.  wti'  called,  united  with  the  I'ennsM- 
\ ania  .'^\  nod  and  ser\cd  h\e  \ etir>.  ' Ictober,  1S52  he  wti>  suc- 
ceeded b\  Re\‘.  \\  . L.  Lait/.le  from  the  .Mleydieny  Synod.  Me 
lema.ued  Ic'S  than  tiiree  \ear>.  but  united  with  the  Synod, 
riieu  (iS;;)  Rev.  .S..  ^'in^lin4■,  of  the  i'.ast  I ’ennsylvani.i 

.^\  110(1.  was  called,  but  declined  to  live  up  to  tire  compact. 
Tile  tir-t  \e;ir  the  cha'-ye  wiit  a dele.yate  to  its  own  Synod, 
but  iieyiecied  to  do  so  tor  "ewertil  years  afterwards. 
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■ Then  wihcn  Rc\'.  W .~S.  Purr,  who  already  h'elonijcd  to  the 
S\  110(1  ot  1 ’eniis\ I van  ia,  and  remained  in  eonnection  with  it, 
wa.>  eleeted  and  ealled.  there  u a.s  eonsider^lile  frietion.  If  he 
had  been  taithtnl  and  true  to  the  ehnreh  and- her  teachinij;.^, 
all  would  no  doiilti  have  been  well.  Put  a.^  he  ])roved  himself 
utterK'  nnw  ortlu’  ot  hi>  oltice.  and  attempted  :i  verv  unsuccess- 
ful sirtiddle  in  the  matter  of  ineaMires,  the  whole  field-  suttered 
Uiaai  damaue.  I le  wtis  succeeded  hy  Rev.  W . S.  l-auerv.  Rev. 
11.  ( .e:,■^^.  R.  M.  jtic'hi,  Rew  L.  (1.  Iv^ers- ( a.uam  ) , Rev.  (1.  T. 
W'eihel.  Rev.  .M.  .Schlmi)f.  1,  W . (lauker.  Palm  Church  was 
now  se]);'r;iied  from  P.indna,!.j:ers  and  Shell’s  hy  the  Confer- 
ence. upoii  rc(|uest  of  the  con^reLtations.  Since  then  it  was 
served  l)v  Rev.  11.  .Markley  and  J.  \\’.  Marrffn,  both  residing' 
at  Jonestown,  and  m^w  b\-  Rev.  j.  II.  .\eiman.  I lave  notjime 
to  relate  the  wrant^les  and  difificulties  beca|ise  of  C.  Id.  beim;- 
treasurer  ;md  paxinaster.  t 

The  Boom  of  1847-50  or  52. 

l-'r'iin  a do/.cii  to  twent\'  house.'  were  a'lded  in  a compara- 
ti\el\  short  time.  < >f  these,  more  than  httlf  a dozen  were  etist 
o'  the  lower  (^r  brick  school  house.  Resides  these,  there  were 
;i  number  of  additional -families  whom  we  ctinnot  locate.  Re- 
side the  hhicksmith  >ho]>.'  alreadv  there,  viz..  Runkel's,  at  the 
western  end;  William  C'hri.'iy  or  Christi.'in.  just  etist  of  the 
lower  ttivern,  with  Peter  Sch wanyter‘s,“\vhich  was  now  turned 
into  a iiitmii ftictory  of  a.LTriculturtil  implements,  with  f(Hindr\ 
tutached  ; tmother  was  added  still  turther  east,  immediateb'  tid- 
joinin'^-  the  parsoua.vte  pro]>erty  on  the  west.  Resides  this  two 
ctirriayte  fticti 'riest  one  at  the  e.xtreme  east  and  the  other  at  the 
e.xtreme  west  end,  w;ere  added,  .\nother  tavern  was  erected  at 
the  southwest  corner  of  the  crossing'  of  the  pike  and  the  eastern 
L ampbellstown  mad.  I n fortunately  the  taverns  seemed  to 
thrive  morb  than  any  other  institution  of  the  town.  It  was  onl\- 
at  a later  perio’d  thae  the  number  of  the  churche;-.  increased  be- 
yond |)recedent.  C * 
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Increase  Since  the  Opening  of  the  Railroad. 

. I Ilowevcr.  it  was  not  until  the  Lebanon  \ alley  Railroad  had 
l^en  built  that  the  town  beg'an  to  "row  regularly  and  rapidly. 
Martin  Larly  first  bought  the  tract  east  of  Railroad  Street,  and 
tlien  that  west  of  it.  and  laid  them  out  in  town  lots.  The  erec- 
tion of  thejarge  brick  warehouse  opposite  the  passenger  station 
followed.  ( )ne  building  after  another  was  erected  until  that 
street  is  built  u]>  from  the  pike  to  the  very  edge  of  the  (Iravel 
Hill,  almost  an  entire  mile.  Main  Street,  or  the  turnpike,  has 
been  built  up  eastwardly  until  the  town  almost  reaches  the  old 
forge  road,  about  half  a mile  below  town.  Half  a dozen  or 
more  streets  running  parallel  with  Railroad  Street  have  been 
opened  northward  as  far  as  the  railroad.  Quite  a-  number  of 
those  are  well  built  up.  .Lhi fortunately,  there  are  only  two 
streets  running  southward:  the  old  Camplx?llstown  road  and 
that  at  Mr.  ‘^Iark’s,  the  old  Miller  property.  Xow  that  the 
trolley  runs  through  the  town,  it  only  remains  for  some  wide- 
awake. enterprising  man  to  develoj) ' tlie  western  end  of  the 
town.  That  would  soon. double  its  j)0|>ulation.  'All  points  of 
the  t(nvn  would  now  be  as  accessible  as  those  near  the  railroad 
have  hidierto  been  : ami  the  drawing  of  a line  four  hundred 
\ards-or  one  scpiare  south  of  the  turnpike  from  the  old  forge 
road  to  the  Andrew  Henr\'  road,  would  furnish  the  most  de- 
sira))le  sites  in  its  entire  vicinity.  There  would  be  natural  drain- 
age all  the  wa\'.  It  is  the  water-shed. 

The  Water  Supply. 

riie  great  drawback  of  Palmyra  is  the  want  of  an  abundam 
supply  of  goivl  water.  Its  present  want  seems  to  be  well  sup- 
l)lied  by  the  existing  arrangements.  The  water  at  present  is 
brought  fr(')m  the  s])rings  (')ii  the  Ik'nuberger  and  r>runner  farms. 
Put  it  certainK  is  a matter  of  grave  doubt  whether  the  present 
source  of  su])plv  woidd  be  adetjuate  to  meet  the  wants  of  a 
town  of  double  the  present  ])opuIation.  The  Swatara  is  twc") 
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m-ilcs  auil  iIk'  "u  aicr  wouM  Jia\  c lo  hi.'  rihcrial.  'All 

siunavs  to  t’lr  ncrlli  arr  slill  tarllicr  away.  I'Ucv  wnuM 
liai-(l!\  atYoi'd  a .^nYfK-iuu  -ui)i)lv.  The  Sflriiiy  Creek  i>  just  as 
lar  t'roai  the  town,  and  'nice  1 lershev  is  located  there,  it  is 
• dduhtl'nl  whether  its  use  w < >uld  lie  allow  e*il.  I'arther  upstream, 
ne.ir  (.  amphelhow  n.  tile  "Up])’}'  W'luld  he  alloycther  inadetpute. 
Killinyu'','  kun  or  the  ( jnittaptihilhi  miyhi  afford  some  reliet. 

I hit  we  are  'tronyix'  mclmed  to  heheve  that  no  permanent  >uppl\ 
Cl  nild  he  'ectired  here. 

The  Introduction  of  Water. 

I'or  more  than  se\ent\-five  years  I’tihlT^a  depended  upon 
welhs  ;md  ])onds  for  its  sup])ly  of  water.  There  were  ti\;e  that 
mipht  have  been  ctilled  piihlic  wells  or  pm4]is.  .Ml  of  these  had 
the  kirye  W(>o(len  pump  stocks.  They  were  all  worked  b\  the 
larye  lKa\  \ handle.  T'hey  were  suction  of  lift  pum])s  with  two 
hi)\r'  or  hnckets.  TTie  ettstern  one  was  in  front  of  the  lower  ta\'- 
eni.  with  sufficient  sjiace  for  a wapon  to  ])ass  lietween  it  and 
the  porch.  TTk'  >econ  1 was  in  the  middle  of  the  turnpike,' -aU 
nio't  opposite  the  northwest  corner  of  John  .Miller's  iiarden.  It 
wa'  at  the  p.ain  where.,  in  olden  tune,  the  neid  from  the  I lorse- 
>!ii'ic  ])ike.  and  leaihny  to  the  ( Iravcl  I Idl,  crossed  this  pike.  ^ 1 1 
”ha'  been  cltoed  u]>  tor  a nnniher  <of  year.-'.  MTie  third  was  iii 
the  noiah  'iile  of  the  fiike,  just  below >ccond  ttueim.  n.uv 
doron:  iiaied.  T'lu'  fourth  w .as  on  .the  south  .side  of  tlie  pike, 
helwaen  .'^annul  llouck  and  .Matter's  tavern,  with  ju.'t  s’pace. 
enough  for  people  fo  pa.'S  Ix'tween  it  and  the  bfiildinyts.  The' 
fifth  and  last  one  wa.s  ai^ain  on  the  north  side  ju.'t  outside  of 
.\mlrew  I lenry’s  yard.  If*not  mistaken,  it  is  now  enclosed 
w '.thin  the  v .ard.  I hese  lyenerallv  furnished  tile  water  for  f.amilv 
U'C.  T here  'were  two  ponds,  one  seVeral  hundred  \ airds  we.'t  of 
the  low'er  tavern.  The  other  .w.as  at  the  turn  of. the  lane  just 
bewaind  Loneeneckcr’s  barn.  ^ These  were  used  for  watering 
cartle. 


l‘AI..\\YKA  — ITS  HISTORY  AND  ITS  SURROUNDINGS  2/1 

1 1 will  111'  ^icii  at  (iiu'c  ihc'it  wluii  tlu'  town  hi-oan  to  i^row  . 
aii.l  I'^j icciall \ ctisl  of  all  these,  other  tirran^einents  were  neede'l. 

•At  the  niei'tintr  "I  tlie  Societ\  ;it  w inch  tliis  p.aper  wtis  read. 
I h'.  .S.  I‘.  ! leihnan,  the  Secretarv,  htinded  the  writer,  the  follow- 
nie;  e,\!  rtiet  Iroin  the  ‘‘.Xets  of  tlu'  1 .eLt'i>hatiire  of  I V'nnsvlvani.a." 
Mils  eop\  liad  lieen  .sent  to  tlie  Seeretttry  l)v  If.  M.  Ifshelinan, 
o[  laki.ina  Ihark.  1).  (.  .,  under  (kite  of  -Any.  J3,  I'joS.  just  ini') 
\(,'ars  .after  tlie  "Aet"  was  presented  tiiel  pas.sed. 

"An  act  l.ir  the  Kelief  of  the  I nh.ahitanis  of  the  \ dilate  nf 
r.ihnvrti,  in  the  d'ownslhpof  Londonderry,  Daujiliin  Countv. 

■■Section  I.  I*>e  it  enacted,  etc.,  d'h.it  johu-Iflder.  Mattliew 
Irwin.  Daniel  W Onderlieh,  John  Ifrn.st,  John  Downy-  and  Levi 
( i.  I I oil  in  ys  worth  he  and  the\  are  hereby  appointed  -coininis- 
sioners  t(^  raise,  hv  wav  of  lotterw  a sum  not  e.xeeeding  three 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  pnr|>ose  ot  iirocuriny  and  brinyiny 
into  th.e  said  villaye  a sultieient  .'npi)l>'  "I  water  for  the  use  of 
the  inhabit.ants thereof.  ;ind  he  it  further  entieted  1>\-  the  author- 
it \'  ;i  ti  irestiid  ; 

'■Section  'That  before  the  .stiid  eolnnll.s.■^ione^.s  proceed 
to’  sell  am  tickets  in  said  lottery,  they  shtill  la\'  such  .scheiiU' 
thereof  hel’ore  tite  Coveriior  ;is  shtill  meet  his  tpiprobatioii,  and 
shall  enter  into  bonds  to  him'  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
their  di!t\  in  selliny  the  tickets,  drawiny  the  lottery,  and  ptiymy 
the  prizes,  ;mil  p;i'\  in y o\  er  t'le  nett  proceeds  ot  the  lotter\ . 

'■  \nd  each  of  them,  before  entermy  oii^  the  diKies  of  the'r 
appointment,  sliall  ttvke  ;md  suhscribe  an  o;ith  or  allirmation  dih- 
yuitU  and  faithfully  to  pirform  the  duties  hereby  intrusteil 
to  him,  ;md  ;it  letist-three  of  the  stiid  t 'oinmissioners  shall  attend 
the  draw  iny  of  etich  dti\  . .And  w hi'ii  the  whole  is  completed 
-itttn  ctr.ise  an  ticcn.rtite; list  of  the  fortunate  numbers  to  be  pnl)- 
h'lu'd  111  oiii'  new  sptip'-r  tit  Marrisbnry  and  one  at  Lebani>n." 
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■■'Section  3.  And  I)c  it  furtlR-r  ....  That  lA‘vi  G.  Hol- 
Iin<:s\V()rtIi.  Daniel  W'oiulcrlicli,  Ilenn  L(.>iii4eiK.'cker,  (olin  Kean 
and  Joseph  L'armanv  be  and  they  arc  iierehy  apix)imcd  Trustee.s 
to  receive  from  the  commissioners  aforesaid  the  nett  amount  of 
the  monies  raised  by  the  lottery,  and  it  shalTbe  their  duty  also 
to  devise  and  plan  and  cause  to  he  duy,  made  and  e.xecuted  such 
works,  machinerx  and  eiyyines  as  will  lead  and  procure  from 
Derry  Meeting:  llnuse  S])rin^-.  or  elsewhere,  such  supjdv  of 
water  as  may  he  sutticient  fi>r  the  use  of  said  village. 

Simon  Snyder — Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

1’.  C.  Lane — Sjx'aker  of  the  Senate. 

.Appnwed  the  twenty-.second  day  of  Febniarv  in  the  vear 
one  thousand  eiyht  hundred  and  eiuht.  i . , 

,,  i 

1 H(  ).M.-\S  Mc'KL.\N  ,{  Governor ).' 

» 

It  will  he  seen  from  this  that  one  hundred  years  a"o  the 
Legislature  of  i ‘ennsylvania  endeavored  to  raise  money  by  the 
then  i)opular  method,  by  lottery,  to  bring  water  to  Palmyra. 

■ \pi)arently  the  matter  was  allowed  to  rest;  at  least  there  is  no 
"jcord  that  aiivtliing  was  really  d 'iie. 

It  also  shows  that  the  eyes  of  the  people  at  that  time  were 
(hrected  to  .S|)ring  Creek  bar  their  supply  of  water. 

It  also  tells  us  that  at  that  time  Rngli.sh-speaking  j)eople  called 
it  Palmyra. 

I’lV  looking  at  lion.  John  Kean's  autohiogra|)hv.  we  find 
that  he  also  callc(r  it  Palmyra^  in  1805.  d'he  survevors  did 
the  same.  As  therefore  the  name  Palmyra  is  alreadv  used 
then,  one  year  after  the  establishment  (jf  the  postoffice,  we  think 
w.e  are  justified  in  concluding  that  Palmyra  was  the  name  given 
when  ■■  Palmstaedtel"  was  made  a ])Ost  town  or  ]K)st'office. 

Then  about  1853.  Martin  Larly  purchased  the  farm  to  the 
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north  of  the  town,  and  cast  of  tlie  road  leading?  to  Ciravel  HflK- 
J^t  contained  several  t:]^o<Kl  sprin<j:s.  lie  then  made  arrantJ^cments 
|o  hnnj’  -some  of  the  water  to  town.  Uut  there  was  opj)osition. 
Tie  their  bought  the  land  on  both  sides  of  the.  street^  between 
tile  railroad  and  the  pike.  The  road,  which  was  pretty  crooked, 
was  strtiiyditened.  I’i])es  were  laid  and  the  water  was  brou<^ht 
to  that  part  of  the  town.  It  was  not  before  the  benefits 

were  seen.  .\  rival  party  also  laid  pi])es  some  years  later.  There 
was  some  clashin*:^  .■\lx)iit  thirty  years  later  (1883)  the 
L('»ndonderr\-  Water  Company  was  chartered.  Joint  S.  llom- 
ber^er.  .-\br.  L.  Kreider,  llenry  L.  Kreider,  Win.  L.  Kreider, 
John  II.  Landis  and  Henry  Wilhelm  were  the  stockholders.  It 
is  not  made  (initc  clear  whether  this  was  simply  an  incorpora- 
tion of  the  old  rival  companv  or  of  an  entirely  new  one.  Kut 
they  secured  control  of  the  one  source.  .About  si.\  or  ei,tjht 
years  aijo  they  secured'the  other  ( M.  IC.'s)  and  they  have  now 
laid  jtipes  from  the  Urunner  farm  also.  The\-  nitty  be  able  to 
secure  the  water,  from  the  Mark  tuid  Bowman  farms,  further 
east,  if  tliQy  have-not  already  done  sa  We  doubt  whetlier  anv 
of  these  sources  will  furnish  water  for  iixTre  than  one  or  two 
diousajid  peoj)le.  .Mtotjether.  it  is  doubtful  whether  thev  could 
supply  a town  of  ten  thousand  iiihabittuits. 

« The  Palmyra  Cemetery. 

.Alxuit  this  we  shall  not  say  very  much,  ft  will  be  sufficient 
to  describe  its  ori^ijin  and  to  stare  its  purpose.  It  will  not  be 
nece>sary  to  dwell  on  the  details  of  tlie  jirocess  by  uiticli  it  has 
been  diverte-d  from  its  original  jiurpose.  B>ut  wiienever  we  think 
of  the  matter  we  are  reminded  of  the  \ ankee  stpiire  of  ( ierman 
extraction  of  whom  we  read  in  our  school  boy  da\  s.  The  own- 
ership of  a small  hog  was  in  dispute.  1 he  case  was  tried  Ix'fore 
him.  lie  cut  the  matter  short  by  c<^tffiscating  the  animal  and 
taking  it  himself.  So  'Sc,uirc  Stouffer  and  his  iiji>l)le  friend 
1).  I'.lliott.  even  wMthout  an  accu.sation  or  trial,  confiscated  the 
cemeterv  b\-  deciding  that  those  who  had  had  control  nf  it  up 
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to  their  time  had  forfeited  their  righL^.  According  to  tlie  te'sti- 
monv  of  o.ne  of  tlieir  nunilx'r,'tliev  “came  together.,  at  a j^Iace.  " 
I'he  same  man  said  "it  was  not  in  a church.  lliere^hey  a])- 
pointed  wln.^m  they  wanted,  and  they  hold  it  now.  Ihit  it  seems 
to  us  that  if  men  want  to  represent  clnirches  tliey  shoiUd  be  ap- 
pointed hv  the  conp^ree^ations.  and  shruild  not  aj)p:)int  them- 
"elve.s.  ( >r  did  these  men  believe  that  their  own  coni:Tey:ations 
<lid  not  have  sufficient  confidence  in  them  to  aj^point  them? 


.\s  to  the  history  of  its  inception  and  establishment,  that 
(Htcurred  in  this  wise:  When  Martin  Ivarly  boutjht  the  Joseph 
Le>n"eneck'er  farm,  al)Out  18U4.  his  brother,  William  Early,  ci.>n- 
ceived  tin?  idea  that  this  would  present  an  oj)portunity  to  irifTiedv 
some  things  which  to  him  seemed  to  need  remedying.  As  seen 
above,  there  was  but  half  an  acre  of  ground  connected  (jvith  tlie 
Palm  Church.  .Although  Palmyra  still  was  only  a small| village, 
with  from  five  to  six  hundrcfl  inhabitants,  the  burying  fground 
was  ahuMSt  entirelv  occuiiied.  Win.  E.  therefore  projjosed  the  [)ur- 
,^'hase  and  setting  asideOf  several  acres  of  that  jiart  adjoining 
the  l(nvn  as  a cemetery.  This  would  be  readily  accessible.  It 
could  be  used  as  an  additional  burying  ground,  under  the  control 
of  members  and  ultimatelv  of  the  congrcgaticjus  themselves. ' 
riicse  si.x  men,  W.  Earlv,  Martin  Early,  .Samuel  Segner,  lohn 
Miller,  Joscpli  Witmer  and  Peter  P>.  Witmer^  then  secured 
this  [)lot  of  nearly  three  acres.  Its  e.stimated  valhejyvas  $r.8oo. 
W m.  Early  advanced  ScscxD.oo  until  matters  could  be.  .sha])cd 
anrl  each  of  the  others  could  jiay  his  $300.00.  .As  a matter  of 
course,  -Martin  E.arlv  ]>aid  no  money,  as  it  was  his  land  that  was* 
u.sed.  He  therefore  received  only  $1,500.00  in  monev.  It  wti.s 
for  tins  reason,  too,  that  when* financial  rum  came  to  S.  .Segner. 
hi.s  share  was  made  up  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  .sale  of  lots. 
;is  tlie  books  show.  This  plainly  shows  two  things:  that  it  was 
to  be  treated  as  primarily  intended  for  the  behoof  of  the  Palm 
Church,  and  that  it  was  to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  original 
urchasers  and  their  families  until  such  time  as  the\  should 


. PALMYRA— ITS,  HISTORY  AND  ITS  SURROUNDINGS  275 

1‘ithor  (lie  out  or  vo-Iuiuarily  turn  it  over  to  the  respective  con- 
'This  would  have  occurred  Ion"  ere  this  it  the  men 
who  htiv^  placed-themselves  in  control  had  not  snatched  it  awa\'. 

d'hese  six  men,  with  the  exception  of  Peter  l‘>.  W’itmer, 
who  \\  as  ni'it  a resident  of  the  town  at  the  time,  had  ttiken  an 
active  part  in  huildiii"  the  church  tmd  in  or^aniziu"  the  congre- 
gations. .\lthoii."h  of  different  faiths,  three  heiii"  Lutheran 
tuid  three  Reformed,  they  always  .acted  together  as  brothers. 

llowevcr.  they  were  now  advised  that  it  would  he  better 
for  them  to  secure  a charter.  'They  did  so.  W’m.  Larlv,  wluj 
ori,"inatcxl  the  plan,  even  up  to  the  day  of  his  death,  always  as- 
serted that  the  charter  provided  that  each  of  these  men  should 
remain  a trustee  durin,"  life:  that  he  should  then  be  succeeded 
by  his  lcy"al  heir,  wuh  the  understanding  that  either  or  any  of 
them  could  devise  his  share  to  his  own  congregation.  It  was 
because  of  this  understandiiy"  that  John  Miller,  bavin,"  no 
direct  heir,  willed  his  sixtji  part  to  the  Reformed  con,"re"ation. 

-.\fter  the  Y^ritcr  had  bau"ht  his  father's  share  throuyii  the 
a"cncy  of  Dr.  P.  M.  Schwinhart,  he  was  very  much  surprised 
ti")  find  that  the  pn)visions  of  the  charter  were  not  as  he  had 
been  informed.  Ktiviii"  be'cn  apj'xiinted  to  take  his  father's 
])lace,  he  eh)usultcd  with  P.  15.  W'itmer  and  Martin  hkirly,  the 
onl\-  survi\ofs  r>f  rite  ori"inal  Hoard,  the'fonner  bein,"  .^ccrc- 
t.ary  and  the  latter  President.  P.oth  asserted  most  emph;iticall\- 
that  their  imderstandin"  of  the  matter  was  precisely  the  Same  tis 
that  of  W’m.  I^arl\■.  lie  was  therefore  compelled  to  come  tt> 
tile  unpletisant  conclusion,  that  the  attorney  who  secured  the 
charter  had  deceived- his  clients,  or  that  they  had  utterlv  failed 
to  C(>m])rehend  the  f.act  that  he  was  savin"  somethin"  entirely 
different  from  that  which  they  wanted  him  to  say.  'Two  plans 
for  recti f\  in,"  the  matter  were  proposed.  One  was  an  appeal  to' 
the  court  for  an  amendment  of  the  charter;  the  other  was  the 
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adoption  of  by-laws,  saying  precisely  what  tliese  men,  in  fact  all 
the  incorporators,  thought  was  originally  included  in  the  char- 
ter. After  a full  discussion,  the  latter  course  was^dppt'^d.  But 
the  court  has  decided  that  this  coidd  not  be  done. 

And  vet  there  is  one  provision  of  the  charter  which  seems 
to  show  very  clearly  that  these  men  intended  precisely  what 
W illiam  Early  always  said  they  intended  to  do.  The  provision 
is  this,  that  if  in  making  repairs  there  should  not  be  enough 
money,  on  hand  to  meet  the  outlay,  an  assessment  should  be 
laid  pro  rata  on  the  lots  of  the  shareholders  the  same  as  on  the 
Simple  lotholders.  Xow  does  any  one  suppose  that  if  the  lot- 
holders  were  in  absolute  control  they  would  fail  t^-^npose  an 
assessment  on  the  shareholders  an<l  tax  only  themselves.  That 
certainly  could  not  and  would  not  be  expected,  ^’ut  any  one 
can  readily  perceive  that  if  the  shareholders  had  ^control,  they 
might  say : W'e  not  only  paid  our  lots  as  the  rest  have  done, 
but  we  paid  $300.00  each  besides  that.  That  should  be  assess- 
ment enough,  i.  c..  eighteen  dollars  per  annum. 

W'e  will  not  go  into  the  details  of  any  unpleasant  contro- 
versies. W’e  dismiss  the  subject  with  the. single  suggestion, 
that  if  Palmyra  should  continue  to  grow  in  the  next  fifty  vears 
as  it  has  in  those  just  passed,  and  become|a  town  of  15.000  to 
33.000,  the  cemetery  could  hardly  remain  where  it  now  is,  occu- 
pying some  of  the  finest  building  sites  of  the  town.  To  whom 
would  it  revert?  'I'he  lotholders  certainly  do  not  own  it  for 
anything  hut  burial  purposes.  It  was  to  have  gone  to  the  two 
congregations.  But  the. present  managers  prevent  that.  -Some 
af  these  are  lotholders,  6thers  are  so. constructively,  and  one  is 
none  at  all.  At  least  he  was  not  a year  ago. 

The  Founder  of  Palmyra. 

Xow  a. few  words  in  regard  to  ttie  founder  of  the  town. 
He. is  generally  believed  to  have  been  Dr.  John -Palm.  1776  is 
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i^ivcii  as  the  \ car  in  which  tlic  town  was  laid  out  hv  Palm.  P>nt 
an ,^aminati( III  of  the  dratts  and  survevs  would  indicate  that, 
if  h^  did  lay  out  the  town,  he  took  the  land  out  of  the  tract 
owned  by  hi.s  son,  W'ni.  .1 ’aim.  'I'hat  was  bouc^ht  from  J.  .Adam 
Deinin^er.  S<)  the  survewor’s  draft  says,  and  it  does  not  men- 
tion John  Palm  at  all.  If  these  surveys  are  to  be  acce|)ted.  Dr. 
Palm  never  owned  the  Conrad  Reisch  tract.  P>eside.>,  no  part 
of  it  was  ever  included  in  Palmvra.  It  is  really  south  of  W’m. 
Palm's  land,  which  lav  between  it  and  the  town.  It  mtiy  be 
possible  that  the  ftither  first  owiieh  the  land,  and  that  it  passed 
from  him  to  the  son.  These  are  the  surveyor's  sttitemens,  when 
the  Rean  tract  was  surveyed.  \\'est  of  it.  and  the  town,  “.Adam 
Deinintjer  now  Menrv  I.on'j^eneckcr" ; south.  ".Adam  JJeiniiye:eT 
now^  William  Palm";  east,  ".Adam  Deinin^er's  other  land"; 
north.  “.Adam  Deininy[er  now  losejth  Karmauy."  and  “.Adam 
Deiniiiijer  now  John  ITnst."  ( )n  a smaller  draft  the  followim^ 
note  is  added;  “l^urveved  for  John  Kean.  Esq.,  on  the  12th  da\- 
of  January,  1805.  the  above  described  seven  acres  and  ninety- 
six  perches  and-allow  ance  ofyi.x  per  cent ; beiiyq'  jiartof  a larger 
tract  "ranted  to  .Adam  Deinintrcr  b\'  warrant  of  the  i8th  .Ajiril. 
1755,  situarte  in  Londonderrv  'rowmship.  formerly’  Derry, 
Dauphin  county. 

“S.x.Mria.  C'ociiR.xx.  h'sci.,  .S'arra’vnr  Ccucra!  of  Piumi. 

“I.hitered  at  Flarrisbur".  ' cic.  - . ■ 

Dr.  .John  Palm  was  a man  of  considerable  sttmdin"  as  v 
])hysician  and  surgeon.  lie  served  in  the  Continenttil  .\nm 
duriu"  the  Kevohitionarx  W ;ir.  lie  was  born  at  Kloster  1 leil- 
bronn,  lulv  2^.  17CC  bajitized  tind  ccxnrtrmed  in  the  Lutheran 
ftiith.  lie  was  mtirried  the  first  time  in  (iernumy!  tmd  luid  one 
son.  Then  he  came  to  this  country  in  the  ship  Patience.  .Au". 
i 1,  1750.  ( The  church  record  "ives  Sept.  i<;,  1740.  but  no  ship 

Patience  arrived  at  tlitit  time..D  .After  settliii"  in  this  section 
he  married  Salome  i'eiyyer.  . ’Phis  wife  died  1784.  I'liey  Jiad 
ei"ht  children.  The\  were:  John.  William.  Peter.  Jacob. 

Itdin  Palin  '^  naiiu'  is  mi  flu*  ‘^hip  s list  Aiiif.  ii.  i75'». 
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^fichael.  Nicholas,  Amlrew  and  _Mary,  tho-  wife  of 
1 >o\\nnany“^ 

He  married  a third  time,  a widow.  Mrs.  hlizabetlt  Klein. 
It  is  claimed  by  some  that  her  maiden  name  was  Williams; 
that  she  had  been  an  Indian  captive.  W hether  .she  is  the  person 
referred  to  in  Colonial  Rea)rds.  \'ol.  \ 1 1 1,  p.  730.  "I-dizabeth 
W illiams  delivered  by  Miis.sanse,  a Mim.sy  Indian,"  we  are 
nnable  to  say.f  There  is  nothinsj  bearing:  on  the  subject  excep.t 
a tradition  in  the  family  that  he  was  accustomed  to  speak  of 
her  as  his  Indian  wife.  IWen  aj)art  from  the  fact  that  the  state- 
ment itself  rests  on  tradition,  it  could  not  be,  accepted  as  a i)roof. 
without  further  corroboration. 

There  was  one  child  by  this  marriage.  Me  (Dr.  Palm) 
died  in  1799.  when  84  years  and  <)  months  old.  The  \\4:low  then 
spent  the  remnant  of  her  days  with  W m.  Karly.  Esq.i  then  re- 
siding about  half  a mile  south  of  town.  This  one  child  is  said 
to  have  been  a son.  Tobias.  ( )ne  i^randdau^hter.  if  we  mistake 
n(ji,  was  Rebecca,  a very  diminutive  person,  who  was  "enerallv 
known  as  *,‘des  lieckele  Palm."  The  writer  frequentlv  .saw  her. 
.^ome  of  the  older  residents  of  Palmyra  may  still  remember  her. 

W hile  Dr.  Palm's  fainih'  became  widely,  scattered  soon 
after  his  de^th,  one  of  the  branches  having  moved  to  Perks, 
and  others  to  the  f.'tr  W est.  one  of  the  -descendants.  .\.  Marv 
Palm. ' ])rt“sumal)ly  a eranddaut^liter.  remained  - a member  of 
the  Camj)bellstown  Iev;m,4elical  Lutheran  coivore^ation  until  her 
death.  In  her  will  she  be(|ueathcd  $20.co  to  the  congre;j[ation.  to 
be  paid  over  at  her  death.  -The  e.\ecuti>rs  were  W’m.  ( fehrlex' 
and  (leori^e  Schneider.  In  the  old  book  in  the  altar  of  the  old 
church  the  accounts  were  recorded,  d'hese  showed  that  the 
e.xecuturs  hafl  made  a settlement  and  turned  the  money  over 
to -Jacob  Early,  trea.sqrer.  At  his  death,  t837.  it  was  ])aid  over 

tSIic  I.  c.  Klizahotli  W illi.ini'N.  is  .also 
an<J  Lehanon  County.  i>.  ,?a5- 
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to  his  successor,  whose  name  we  forgot  to  copv.  If  memorv  is 
not  at  |ault.  it  was  r.eiijamin  Ilocker.  Twenty  years  at^o.  bv- 
careful  investments,  it  had  reached  the  respectable  sum  of  sev- 
eral hundred  dollars.  So  much  in  regard  to  the  founder  and 
the  founding  of  the  town.  Hut  according"  to  the  drafts  on  hand, 
1‘ahnstowu.  as- originally  laid  (")ut.  e.xtending^  from  the  lower  tav- 
ern to  the  I.on,genecker  home,  constituted  about  one-third  of 
Win.  Palm's  land.  Whether  he  or  his  father  did  the  layin.g  out, 
of  course  we  do  not  undertake  to  sav. 

The  “Barrens”  or  the  “Grubbeland.” 

In  an  ag^reement  between  John  Early,  Escj.  (J.  E.  2nd) 
and  his  son,  J.  Jacob,  i8od.  the  Raisch  or  Reisch  farm  is  called 
the  barrens.  It  is  distinctly  .stated  that  this  term  is  applied  to 
the  land  lying  between  J.  E.'s  land  and  Palmyra.  The  road 
from  Campbellstown  pike  to  Palmyra  at  that  time  passed  directly 
through  the  J-.  E.  farm,  afterwards  the  Augustus  Carmany 
farm.  This  road  was  still  ("ipen  si.xty  years  ago.  Mr.  Carmany 
closed  that  {)art  passing  through  his  farm  about  that  time. 
There  was  nothing  between  it  .dud  Palmyra  but' the  Reisch 
tract.  Througli  this  the  road  had  been  closed  some  years  be- 
fore. P)Ut  we  distinctly  remember. that  people  being  in  a hurry, 
when  travelling  to  town,  wmdd  f(')llow  the  old  route,  instead  of 
taking  tlie  roundaI)out  way.  The  Reisch  farm  was  the  only 
. ])iece  of  land  that  lay  between  John  Early's  farm  and  Palmyra, 
and  between  Chri.slo'pher  Ifriist  and  the  town.  .Apparently  the 
term  barrens  was  applied  not  s*")  much  on  account  of  lack  of  fer- 
tility as  because  it  lacked  heav\-  tibmer.  In  fact,  we  do  noc  re- 
member ever  having  seen  anv  timber  on  t!ie  Rersch  farm. 
.Among  the  ( lermans  it  was  known  as  the  ‘■Grubbeland.  " as 
the  land  without  timber  and  having  only  scrubs  and  brushes, 
the  clearing  of  whicli  re(|uired  a "grubbing  hoe"  instead  of  tlie 
a.\e.  It  seems  to  have  been  the  part  of  the  land  used  by  the 
Indians  for  cultivation.  I'or  this  purpose  they  had  denuded  it 
of  its  timber.. 
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- •-  ’ The  Taverns. 

r.iu  wc  Iiastcn  on.  It  will  not  ho  noccssarytp  enter  into  a 
leiiJXthv  description  of  the  town  s three  taverns,  which  seem  to 
have  taken  the  place  of  the.  ('nyinal  one  located  al)ont  the  cen- 
ter of  the  town,  where -the  roads  cast  and  west  and  north  and 
South  cnissed  each  other.  The  first,  or  the  lower  one,  as  it  was 
efeneralh  called,  appears  to  have  been  the  oldest.  In  fact,  nearlv 
all  the  old  hnildin.it's  were  found  in  the  eastern  half.  W’e  are 
not  (|iiite  sure  ahont  it,  Init  it  always  was  onr  impression,  that 
this  was  the  Ikhi^c  kej)t  hy  Caspar  Daslier.  whose  ea^-le  cm  the 
siy:n  caused  the;  Irishman  to  wonder  why  that  bird  was  called 
Caspar  Dasher.  It  was  the  stopping:  place  for  the  st^uy  coadtes. 
as  they  were  run  from  Readiiys^  to  Harrishurq'.  vui  Lebanon. 
Horses  were  chanj^ed  here.  The  first  landlord  »’e  remember 
was  Abraham  Cerman,  who  moved  to  Iowa,  lie  was  sue- 

m 

ceeded  by  .Abraham  Donahower.  who  came  from jReadint^  and 
returned  thither.  The  next  one.  unless  meuK'iry  is  ^reatlv  at 
fault,  was  .\nth('»ny  Harter,  a Cicrman.  who.  although  now  pro- 
moted t<'>  be  a landlord,  still  kept  up  the  huckstcrinq-  business 
and  took  or  sent  his  teams  to  Philadelphia  with  butter  and  eqqs. 
It  is  not  known  that  he  ever  said  the  market  was  qood.  P.m  his 
invariable  answer  when  asked  about  the  market  was  “schlaccht. 
sehr  sdilaecht."  This  finallv  became  a ^'popular  savinq,  and 
wb.enever  anv  (aie  desired  to  describe  anxlhinq  as  bad  or  verv 
nnpr-omisiuq.  he  W(mld  sav,  “es  is  .so  schlaccfft  wie  dem  .\n- 
toii\-  sei  mark"  (as  bad  as  .Yntlumy’s  market). 

The  Second  or  middle  lK)tcl  was  kej)t  by  Peter  Rodearmel. 
.\pparently  it  did  not  brinq  in  a qreat  revenue,  as  .Mr'.  Rodear- 
mel carried  on  his  trade  as  a bricklayer  at  the  same  time.  He 
paid  especial  attention  to  puttinq  up  bake  ovens.  In  this  he  was 
considered  an  expert.  John,  his  ('•Idest  son.  settled  at  Lebanon 
and  died  there  some  years  aqo.  Charles  had  a tavern  stand  at 
Dauj)hiii,  ciqht  miles  above  Harrisburq.  He  died  twent\-five 
or  more  vears  aqo.  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of^  1C  Dissinqer,  a 
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mercliant  at  Caniphellstown.  What  became  of  Lavana  wc  clo 
iioL  inou  . Do  not  remember  the  others.  Peter  Rodearmel  was 
>uccfe(led  I)v  Christian  1 lotfer.  who  was  succeeded  by  Samuel 
Withers.  Since,  if  we  .are  not  mistaken,  it  has  noi  been  kej)t 
up  as  a tavern.  The  third  or  upper  tavern  was  kept  by  Philip 
-Matter.  I'liis  was  a rende;^vous  for  drovers,  cattle  dealers,  etc., 
possibly  because  John  Matter,  the  son,  althou.Mi  runninjj^  a sad- 
dler shop  cliLse  by,  was  en_"a”ed  in  buying  and  selliiye:  cattle, 
lie  afterwards  moved  to  I larrisbur"'  where  he  accpiircd  con- 
siderable [)roperty.  He  also  kept  a hotel  there,  -the  Motter 
House.  ( )ne  of  the  dauj^^hters  became  Mrs.  Detweiler.  of  Mid- 
dletown; .\nna  became  the  wife  of  Christian  Hoffer : Polly 
became  .Mrs.  Kiefer:  Sabina  die<l  of  diphtheria  earlyjn  1852; 
Carrie  was  married  to  Israel  Landis;  Liiida.  or  Melinda  was 
married  to  Mr.  Hershey.  Whether  the  youngest  son  is  still 
liviny:  we  do  n5t  know.  We  have  since  learned  that  Philip 
-Matter.  Jr.,  lives  at  .Marion.  Indiana. 

.Some  years  a^o  the  buildinij  was  destroyed  by  fire  and  the 
stand  was  transferred  to  tlie* other  side  of  the  street,  to  the 
laryw'  stcme.buildimj,  to  which  we  have  already  referred,  as  the 
residence  of  Rev.  J.  II.  \ an  IJoff  and  ^trs.  Kron.  afterwards 
.Mrs.  Herman.  Two  or  tiiree  others  have  been  added  since. 

The  Stores. 

.\t  the  eastern  end  of  Pahm  ra.  on  the  southeast  corner, 
wa,''  the  >tore  kept  b\-  .Martin  b.arly.  The  site  is  now  occupied 
by  the  Trust  COmpan\'.  .Nearly  midway  between  this  store  and 
the  lower  tavern  was  the  Joseph  Horstick  store',  discontinued 
\\  hen  the  proprietor  died.  1 he  house  is  now  the  residence  ('•f 
the  heirs  of  Peter  P>.  Witmer.  who  moved  into  it  shorrly  after 
1852,  and  built  an  academ\  which  was  quite  prosperous  for  a 
number  Of  \'ear.-  This  was.  on  the  north  side.  ( )n  the  same 
side,  diaqonalh’  across  from  the  lower  tavern  was  the  store  oi 
David  T'.arnest  and  lolin  ICarly.  Put  this  was  discontinued 
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about  1844.  Joliii  F^arh'  moved  to  the  banks  of  the  Ouittapahila, 
about  a mile  bef(>\v  Xew  .Market  borefe..  David  h'aruest  went 
to  Iowa.  Tlie  f()urth  store  was  that  of  Cbnrad  [ [("(rstick,  alni(')st 
directlv  opposite  the  Loiuieneeker  house,  d'his  continued  nianv 
\ears  in  the  Iiaivds  of  father  and  son.  It  also  has  passed  to  other 
hands  now.  ’Idieir  number  has  inereased  eonsider;d)l\-.  d'here 
is  also  now  a bank  and  a d'rust  Company. 

Various  Matters. 

There  are  many  other  matters  which  would  be  interestjjiiy, 
and  the  recital  of  which  miytht  be  profitable.  Some  of  them  can 
l>e  inerelv  mentioned  and  others  but  briefly  described. 

The  Horseshoe  Pike. 

This  thoroutyhfarc.  commenced  in  isiis  and  finished  in  i8ig, 
defiectino  from  the  Reading:  and  Ilarrisbario  Pike  at  the  eastern 
end  of  I lummelstown.  passes  through  Campbellstown.  b\-  Corn- 
wall. through  fephrata  and  l)ownin;4towm  to  Philadelphia.  It 
was  the  r(^ute  by  which  tyrain  and  other  produce  were  shipped 
to  Philadelphia  from  this  viciinity  and  , other  points  furtl’ter 
west.  It.  seems  to  have  derived  the  name  Horseshoe  Pike  from 
the  fact  that  from  Pine  Pall  to  Philadelphia  it  occupied  the  (dd 
Horseshoe  Road  from  Lancaster,  t<^  Philadelphia.  ^ 

The  Berks  and  Dauphin  .County  Turnpike. 

Por  man\-  years  this  was  the  only  street  of  the  town.  It 
was  built  i8i()  and  1817.  Hr.  E^’le  tells  us  the  average  cost  j)er 
mile  was  $3,800,  making  a total  of  $i<)5,ooo  td  $200.0(to.  It 
jjasses  through  the  middle  of  the  town  fr'oin  east  to  west, 
a little  further  from  the  southern  than  from  the  northern  line 
of  the  original  drafts.  I'rom  Reading-  to  W'omelsdorf  it  is 
w'ithin  a mile  or  two  of  the  .South  .Mountain.  Pv  the  time  it 
reaches Xl.'  erstown  it  almost  touches  (iravel  Ridyte  on  the  north, 
following  that  pretty  closely  Almost  to  Harrisbury,  in  fact  until 
it  strikes  the  .8us(iuehanna  X'alley. 
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The  Union  Canal. 

W'c  have  neither  the  time  nor  the  space  t(')  "ive  a detailed 
history  of  the  construction  of  this  pultlic  Lmprovement.  Pal- 
myra seems  to  have  taken  more  interest  in  it  tlian  in  tlie  turn- 
pike, altluupn^li  at  tlie  nearest  point  it  is  about  two  miles  north 
of  the  town.  The  route  was  first  surveyed  by  David  Ritten- 
bouse  and  William  Smith  in  1702.  .\s  early  as  lyUo  a route  to 

connect  Chesapeake  Pay  and  the  Delawtire  by  canal  was  sur- 
veyed. -\t  the  same  time  a survey  from  tlience  to.  Pittsbure:. 
582  miles,  partly  via  Tulpehocken  and  Swatara  Creeks,  was 
authorized.  In  1791  a charter  to  connect  the  Susquehanna  and 
the  Schuylkill  was  secured.  W'ork  was  actually  commenced  on 
lands  between  Lebanon  and  Myerstown,  but  it  was  strongly 
opposed.  Earnest  protests  were  made  ap:ainst  the  prosecution 
of  the  werk.  Some  of  the  a;TC[ressions  of  corporations,  such  as 
bu\in_et  ttp  fhe  property  without  a])plyinq'  it  to  its  intended  j)ur- 
ixi.‘;e  and  thus  depriving'  the  original  owners  of  the  land  of  its 
use,  were  pointed  out.  'Phat  some  of  those  things  have  come 
to  pass  we  know  onf\- -too  welk  It  has 'been  bought  u])  and  is 
hel(J  without  beintj  used,  d'wo  companies  had  been  formed. 
In  1817  they  combined  and  reorganized  as  the  ^’nioti  Canal 
Company,  with  the  special  privile\<:;:e  of  extending'  it  from  Phila- 
delphia^to  Lake  Erie.  In  1819  and  1821  the  State  "ranted 
further  aid  by  a "uaranty  of  the  mterest  and  the  monopolv  of 
the  lottery  privilege.  Our  people  evident  1\  had  not  yet  learned 
that  monei’  could  be  raised  bv  oyster  and  strawberrv  festivals, 
theatricals,  etc.  The  line  was  relocated  and  plans  changed 
Whirk  was  resumed  in  1821.  In  six  years  it  was  completed. 
Phis  was  thirtv-seven  vears  after  its  first  commeticement  and 
sixt\-five  vears  after  the  first  survey.  In  1827,  the  .Alpha  of 
d'ulpehocken.  the  first  boat,  passed  westward.  $1,600,000  in 
addition  to  the  proceeds  of  lotteries  had  been  ex[>ended.  The 
main  line  from  its  connection  with  the  Pennsylvania  Canal  at 
Middletown  to  a short  distance  beh'iw  Reading  is  seventy-nine 
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miles.  “It  wa.v  the  hrsL  canal -constnTeted  in  .\iiktic;i  ( lu^le. ) 

Ihit  we  liAve  no  time  f"r  turliier  details.  . ^ 

. f 

Until  1858  it  was  the  only  outlet  and  avenue  of  travel  and 
trattic.  e.xcept  hv  means  of  statue  coaches  tind  Conestoy^a  wagons. 
r>ut  I’ahm  ra  also  hyi'ured  in-  its  history.  Some  ambitious  citi- 
zens of  the  town  and  vicinity  wished  to  show  their  ])rot.tTessive 
and  enter])risim^  spirit  and  fiirmed  a combination.  1 he\  do 
not  seem  to  have  thought  a charter  necessary,  but  simply  went  - 
and  boue:ht  a boat.  I’.eino  patrioticalK-  and  Ihstoricallv  inclined 
they  naincil  it  the  “Palmyra  llornet."  It  entered  u])on  its  first 
voyat^'c.  W e do  not  remember  distinctly  where  it  took  its  cari^o, 
but  think  it  was  at  the  pinnt  known  as  Laudermilch's.  Pjjsjiibly 
it  was  still  known  as  Di.xon's  I'ord.  Put  when  it  came  to  the 
vicinity  of  what  was  subse(|uently  known  as  Snyder|  ware- 
hinise.  about  a mile  east  of  nindna.etle’s  Church,  the  steering- 
ap])aratus  got  out  of  order,  or  else  the  steersman  did  not  under- 
stand his  business,  and  it  ran  its  nose  into  the  mnd  and  could  no 
Jonger  be  managed.  In  a short  time  the  boat  was  wrecked. 
Word  was  brought  to  Palmyra  that  their  boat  had  met  with 
misfortune.  That  the  “Palmyra  llornet"  had  put  its  nose  ttxi 
fleeply  into  the  nuul  and  perished.  W’e  understoial  that  it 
proved  a total  loss.  W’e  remember  distinctly,  that  about  fifteen 
\ears  la^er,  wimmever  Jtdm  ICirly  or  Da\id  I’^arnest.  or  b;,)tb. 
wanted  to  set  forth  vividly  that  a venture  wouhTprove  impn'»fit- 
able.  they  .would  say.  after  a hearty  laugh,  “that  will  be  about 
as  good  an  investment  a->  the  Palmyra  llornet,  when  it  stuck  in 
tile  mud." 

\ 

The  Squires  or  Justices  of  the  Peace. 


( )f  these  there  were  comparatively  few  during  the  fir>t 
hundred  years.  W ho  i)rcceded  John  P.arly.  who  entered  ti])on 
his  office  about  1704  or  17<>5.  we  canimt  say.  .Abraham  Philips 
uas'  jiis  successor.  W’slliain  Early  was  commissioned  b\  ( lov. 

tester  to  fil]  his  place.  Then  TJiomas  Kranier  filled  the  office- 
'until  near,  the  time  of  his  dt-ath.  d'his  fills  out  the  first  centnr\ . 
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Peter  Schwanger. 

Ilis  bUcksiiiith.  sho|),  opposite  Samuel  Houck’s  residence 
and  shoem^'er  sho|).  has  alread\'  been  referred  to,  but  we  refer 
to  it  a^ain  l)ecause  tU’  the  fact  that  it  was  t^^reatly  enltirc^ed, 
and  it  became  a shop  for  the  manufacture  of  a<^ricuTtural  imple- 
ments, esj)eciallv  plows,  culticators,  harrows  and  threshinjj^  ma- 
chines. Uut  he  was  known  especially  for  his  skill  in  bell  rim^- 
in<i'.  lie  may  have  had  C(iuals  but  certainly  very  few  superiors. 
W’hen  we  first  knew  him,  unf(^rtunately  he  was  ^iven  to  the 
use  of  strontj  drink,  but  he  had  the  ^ood  sense  to  heed  the  ad- 
monitions of  one  of  his  employers,  Jacob  Kaly,  and  became  a 
thoroughly  sober  man.  lie  had  a. family  of  twelve  or  thirteen 
children- but  they  have  all  moved  away. 

Capers  of  Some^  of  the  Youngsters  Sixty  and 
Eighty  Years  Ago. 

It  would  be  easv  to  recount  cpiite  a number  of  these,  as 
tradition  is  alwavs  bu.s\-  with"  those  J;hings.  James  Uhihps  was 
the  oldest  son  of  the  ’S(iuire.  lie  had  the  rei)utation  of  being  a 
bright  and  livelv  diap.  Conseriuently  he  would  sometimes  in- 
dulge in  tricks  of  which  some  of  his  best  friends  would  become 
tlie.  victims,  lie  and  loshr.a  h'arh'  were  fast  friends,  hut  tl;e>' 
were  continuallv  trving  to  get  ahead  of  each  other.  1 here  was 
a large  pond  along  the  public  road  (it  was  no  public  road  then, 
but  was  made  so  about  1840  or  1842)  leading  by  the  farm  of 
John  Charles,  afterwards  the  propert)'  (^f  John  h'bersole.  , l’>y 
.''Ome  metms  or  other  loshua  l*'arl\’  had  treated  his  friend  to  a 
good  ducking  in  the  pond.  James  I'hilips  got  even  by  raising 
ti  small  gnarled  stumi),  set  on  a rail  and  covered  with  a caj)  to 
the  window  of  his  friend's  sleeping  room,  which  was  open 
\\  hen  the  latter  got  awake  he  saw  the  cap  b(d)bing  up  and 
down.  ( let  awa\-  there  ' d'he  cap  went  down,  but  before  Joshua 
was  asleej)  it  retippearal.  If  \ am  do  not  sttiy  awa\  I’ll  knock 
\()u  down.  The  cap  went  down  again,  but  immediatelx  it  was 
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pu'lu’il  ii|)  ;iL:ain.  r.\|_H.'cti.-(I  ;Iu'  uccupant  <>t  ilu' 

rcMin  ni>hail  to  l!u'  uiiidou'  In  carr\  out  lii>  threat.  The. cap 

^ * • t 

niinhlcd.  hut  j(Klui;i  h.arl\  iuir.<cd  .<‘>re  knuckle^  (juitc  ' a 
uTulc.  d'wo  otluT  incident'^  wore  ])tirticii)atcd  in  h\-  I’hilip 
\\  ehi. T,  ;i  ( ieniun.  Si>mc  ’iia\  rcniemhcr  liim  a^  l)cinp  cni])l. »\a‘d 
alxait  the  (.apitnl  .at  1 kirri.^hurp  tortv  or  titt\  \ etirs  .tipa  >.  lie 
w a.'  (|uite  \ aai  lU'  h:s  literarx'  att.ainmem".  1 he  hrst  ex])erieuee 
re'ulted  from  his  ehorts  to  an]).)..^c  on  one  of  the  hi>\s  of  the 
f;nnil\.  lie  ha<l  pu>heil  the  ho\  into  the  pond,  n.ained  .alrow. 
;i  nuinher  of  times.  I'he  \ounpster  felt  thtit  he  dared  not  pit 
his  ho\ish  strenptli  against  the  nuiture  intinhoiul  i.)f  Weber,  so 
he  watched  his  opportunity,  f hie  day  as  Weber  made  ;i  rush  to 
flush  tile  ho\-  in  tit^ain.  he  sale  stefifietl'  and  Weber  ,0()t  the 
dnckiii".  When  he  emerged  from  the  nuidd\-  water,  sputteriaef 
an<l  funiinp,  .dl  bedrayyled  and  niiukh;,  the  boy  w;is  at  ti  stne 
di>tance.  but  the  dnckinet  seemed  to  h.ave  done  Weber  p'octl. 
It  i'  ^;nd  he  ne\er  tried  the  trick  aptiin. 


The  >econd  incident  in  which  Weber  figured  wa.-'  when  he 
tried  to  inititite  a newcomer,  a fellow  countryman,  in  the  in- 
tncacie'  of  haipli>h.  .\fter  retirmp,  there  beinyf  t\'  0 beds  in  the 
r'M.in.  W eher  commenced  w ith  liis  first  lesson.  Lie  told  his 

pnpil  th.at  tin*  l'mpli>h  is  a veiw  e;is_\'  lanyutipe.  In  ftict  it  re- 

■''•nihle.'  the  < .eriraii  \er\  mneh.  but  the  naiiuw  ai  i.-  difeieiitb 
tipplied.  c.  "I’ferde  die  liei"l  ni.an  1 laa>en.  Struenipf  die 
iK-W't  man  .Statiken  and  W eil)s-.^trueni])l  die  heisst  nian 
Ihi'en.”  The  'iinrt  th;it  eame  from  the  other  oecufiants  ot 
tile  room  |)ut  an  end  to  tlitit  recitation. 


Public  and  Social  (Gatherings. 

rile  occ;i"ii -n.>  for  |)opnkar  ;ind  social  ytitherinps  were  the' 
-Vc/nr/c  Mj  ii f'f'U'huttrr  f^artii's,  and  the  veiidnc  or  fnihlic  .-ide. 
The  former  were  intended  for  the  enterttimmnt  ;md  ple.i.-'nre 
iof  the  yiiuiiy  fieople  of  both  .■^exes.  and  tlie  hitter  were  fre(|uentl\ 
;_(1  b\  the  women  folks,  e.^pecially  when  furniture  wav 
^The  nieetiii''-  of  the  sexes  there  wa^  onl\-  ctmmil. 
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I lie  pasttimes,  >ueli  a>  Wall  ^ames.  wre'^tliiiL,^  matches  ami 
ail  ( iceasiijiia!  rc^.cth  ami  tuiiihle  Hctlit  helween  luillies  fn'uii 
ililfereiit  sections^  were,  of  Cdursc.  iiilemled  tnr  men,  or  shall 
we  >a\’  of  the  latter,  fisr  hrutahzed  i.iien  onlw 

In  quite  earl\  (la\s.,  so  we  were  informed,  there  v'.ere  dis- 
tinct tactions  or  jiarties  in  this  vicinitw  each  with  a leader  or 
hull)  as' he  was  etdied.  I ^ualK'  there  was  a tiqht  hctween  two 
of  these  wlienever  the\'  met.  This  sometimes  ended  in  a pitched 
battle  hetwen  the  factions  representeil.  ( )ne  of  these  characters 
was  known  as  the  “(Irtivel  Mill  I’.ulK."  1 he  "(  irnhbehiender 
I hill)  "-  rcprescntcTl  the  -'ection  e.vtendino'  from  about  a mile 
north  of  Palmyra  to  Campbellstown.  The  "Samlber^er  i’.ulK  ” 
was  sup])osed  to  stand  for  ever\  th:nq^  from  the  I (orseshoe  Pike 
southward,  including  th;it.  d'he  appearance  of  one  of  these  in 
the  territory  of  another  was  wsualK'  reyarded  asm  direct  cli.al- 
lenye  to  the  one  whose  territoiw  wa.s  iimaded.  Preparations  for 
a hylit  would  at  once  be  made.  .\nv  charye  of  unfair  a)l\'antaye 
woidd  be  apt  to  result  in  .a  free  tiyhl.  unless  the  preponderance 
of  numbers  on  the  one  side  or  the  other  w;is  eiitirelv  too  yreat. 
Soiiielimes.  altlvniyh  tht^t  rareb'  hapi«.iied,  there  would  be  a 
yeiiertil  mi.\  u]>  ainoiiy  the  rouyher  elements^  In  fact  all  these 

mani festatioiis  were  yeiieralK'  contiiied  to  that  eleiiKait. 

/ . • • 

The  Scotch-Irish  Settlers. 

I-t  is  yeueralb  iiroclaimeil  U'  a historical  fact  tlitit  the 
couiitr)'  rouml  about  I’tdimrti,  in  fact  throuqhoiu  tlie  pre-'Ciit 
Lomlouderiw  township,  was  first  settled  b\  the  .'seotch - 1 rmh . ami 
th;it  this  was  the  prepomlertitiiiy  inllueiice.  ’fliis  is  hardb  ct'r-' 
rect.  it  is  doubttud  whether  that  p.art  ot  the  township  north  ot 
the  turnpike  and  etisr  tc>  Killinyerb  Riiii  ami  the  ( Jiultaptdula. 
coutamed  half  ti  dozen  h'.nyiish  spetikmy  lamdies.  It  is  e\e  i 
doubtful  w hethe’'  there  were  three.  broiii  htdr  a mile  to  a 
mile  south  of  the  to\'m  there  were  ;i  uumlH.T  of  that  natioiKditv. 
These  ke]M  up  the  i Tesbx  tenan  churche'  ;it  Periw  ,uid  at  Pax- 
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lanu'.  a.  link-  tlir.  w rikr'C' >u!il  im;  rxp'.aai  ii'  u:'rand- 

lallk  r>'  <:a:i'nk':il . ilia:  ilu-  l•.ilL4Il'it  W'liiLi  tlk-:r  om- 

U'Dipt  i f Lie  ( icriiiaii'-  uiun  i:k'\-  uki  Lieai  ua-flir  wax  l;> 
e'nirch.  h\  tar  ri  mlrmplui  ui''  rrinark,  "Ln.ik  ai  l!ir  1 )u:rli  ' 
l.ix'k  at  tlir  I )uir!i r>nl’  w'lini  itr  liiuinl  tiu'  ( amiihrlNli  w\  a 
rliurrii  rcrnril  wiiirli  >Iii>\\ril  o 'iiriU'iwIx  that  Julia  k.arlx  . Jr,, 
ami  all  hi.-'  taaiiK  w rrr  lavailirr."  lluav  and  rriaaiarL  ,>i  i aniil 
\\  illiajii  k'.arh  a^ain  ruaiurtnl  laamrlf  with  1 ’.imlnaplrC.  alriiit 
iSif)  nr  1S17.  riu  niai'rr  lirraiiir  rlrar,  Im'  in  i''  tliat 

place  tluw  wmiM  ma  inilx  ]ia'>  llu-  hi  ine.x  nf  smile  .>f  the 
Imi;,^Iis;i  or  Irmli.  hat  li;e\  woaM  ak-o  pa^s  lariie  laiiaher.-'  of 
those  eoiaaip-  frma  the  Loarwa'ce  or  Sand  llil!>  on  their  wax 
to  rile  1 V rrx  (.  hiirch. 

Mat  to  slioxx'  ilia!  this  "tateaieiu  i.--  ah'.ohitelx  Irorreet  xx'e 
tf’ve  the  aaaies  of  :!ie  hulk  ot  tlie  settler.'  oeciipxiii”'  ufax-  txrritorx’ 
prior  to  ami  up  to  iSiao.  W e heeai  xxiieiv  ihe  ( Jiiitta.pahila  lloxx 
aiio  the  Sxxaiara.  Mere  Joliaaae'  1 ‘.imlaa^le  oxxaeil  a tract 
I'  lclii  haiulrx'd  or  more  acpw  h\  or  helore  1751c  I ’.at  this  xx  tis 
d:\aded  hetore  tlk'  ido^e  of  tlm  ceatnrx  . k'or  diea  xxk'  h.ax'e  on 
ihi^  'aitie  trtt.  ! lacoh  Lwat/.  1 woiitird  Moll.  Maiiiel  1 leaaiao  at 
ri'cht  of  John  Maiaak'  and  John  h.arlx-  ai  rictht  of  lolia  Caro.- 
lui'i''.  l-rma  tli:-  ww  'n-  tint  tat  Irt.Nhataa  had  hoauhi  a ])an 
oi  1 hadaa'plc'-'  land.  1 Im  o ihe  milx  oar  in  ihi.s  .Ncctioii  iiortli 
ot  Mahaxrtt  xxhox.'  iiaam  wr  haxk'  iwa  r .found.  'L'art  of  thi^  xxa> 
tlltxrxx  tfrds  iwxiied  hx  Mex  . I,  11.  \ ;ia  I lolV.  .Alhrect  Stchele  i- 
ck'ikiaallx  li  catxil  111  tlm  'x'Ctioa,  hat  xx'e  aicliiK'  tr>  the  opuiioa 
tlkat  he  hx'ed  southxx  e,--!  ot  Mtthayrti.  toxx  ard  Spriiixf  L reek,’  or 
exea  toxxafd,  the  .Sand  IJill  clnircli.  Then  xve  htixe  .X'daia 
Kickert  (Riecherti.  .\athoa_x  IM-atperix,  1 );iaiel  1 .oaoeiiecki-r . 
one  of  the  L'arautix  >,  1.  .\daai  Meiniaoer  ;md  \\’ilheha|^.  \\\- 
do  not  ktioxx'’  xx  ho  oxx  iied  tlk-  1 k iiiiheroer.  1 lor^tick  ;iad  .Mtirk 
ftiran,  hut  xxe  are,  aluiin:  tih.-M  ihtlxlx  cx-.rt;iiti  that  the  oxxiurs 
Avere  not  Irish  or  Ifa.tflish.  k'urther  e;Mt  xxere  the  M.oxxanin 
and  killinoers.  South  ot  tlk-'e  more  KiIliuLt\-r>.  Moxxaiam, 
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( iinrad  Roisoli.  William  I’alm.  fohn  ( \-hrlo.  Chri>to]:>licr  [•'rnst. 
LciiK'\vci)|r,  llcnrys  and  KctteriiiLTs.  I’.esides  on  the  ( 1 ravel 
Mill  ther(^\\ere  tl'ie  Horsts.  I ioodmans.  etc. 

South  ot  i’ahm  ra  and  south  of  john  Earlv  we  fin<l  Robert 
-MeCallen.  Robert  ( leddes,  and  amonut  them  [ohn  Sawyer.  Jm- 
mediatel>’  north  of  .Sawwer  ue  find  Aliraham  W eltmer  and  to 
the  north  ()f  the  to\\  n.  be\’ond  I.  ,\.  Deinint^er,  Meter  hernsler. 
Hut  this  should  eominee  ;mv  one  that  Londonderry  township 
north  of  and  about  Mahnyra  was  predominantly  (ierman  from 
the  outset.  What  is  now  Derr\  and  Londonderr}'  of  Dauphin 
bounty  uildoubtcdly  had  a cjood  s|>rinkling'  of  Scotch- Irish  and 
linttlislr among-  their  first  settlers,  d'hat  there  should  be  a little 
clash  now  and  then  between  these  dififerent  elements  was  but 
natural.  I'or  whoever  heard  of  a genuine  Irishman  who  en- 
jo\ed  himself  perfectK'  where  he  could  not  be  mi.xed  up  in  a 
sera])  op  scrimmage  now  and  then.  It  was  also  perfectly 
natural  that  the  I'.nglish  and  1 ’resb\terians,  who  are  generally 
inclined  to  Muritanism,  should  cry  out,  "Look  at  the  Divtch." 
It  has  always  lieen  the  tendenew  of  those  who  are  Muritanicall>- 
inclined  to  indulge  in  this  kind  of  pasttime.  'I'hey  are  always 
ready  to  call  the  man  who  will  abandon  his  faith  for  theirs,  a 
ver\-  lib('ral  felli>w,  and  to  appb'  the  te''m  "Dutch.''  or  any 
other  term  of  cuutemj>t,  to  tiic  man  who  tells  them,  mv  religion 
is  as  good  as  \-ours,  wh(>  insists  that  his  own  religion  is  as  good 
;is  an\-  I'ngh^h  importtition.  i’ut  it  will  be  seen  trom  this  thtit 
at  the  time  the  tow  n wa>  laid  out.  the  < lermnas  had  virualL 
taken  posses.^ion  of  the  town  ;md  the  surrounding  countr\', 
tind  that  before  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  centur\-  the\ 
owned  five-si.\ths  tmd  jnissibb  nine-tenths  of  the  laud,  and 
o'liotituted  ti  like  propfirtion  of  the  populatii'n  north  and  etist 
of  the  town. 

The  Churches  of  Palmyra. 


I is  not  our  ptir])ose  to  give  a description  or  to  write  a 
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historv  ot  its  cluirclio^..  W c he  tempted  to  indtdpe  in 

s<)ine  severe  strietiires.  ulten  it  is  palpaltly  .true  that  the 
churches,  like  the  taverns,  have  incrc'ased  heyond  the  needs 
of  the  piii^ulat ion.  I’\)r  no  man  in  the  possessum  of  Ins  sane 
faculties  would  presume  to  sa\'  that  ten  churches  of  dit'terent 
faiths  are  needed  in  a town  which  at  the  hiyhest  numhers  less 
than  3,500  jx-ople,  including  infants.  We  will  therehme  say 
nothing  about  the  waste  of  enero\-  and  means  or  the  paljtahle 
tendenev  to  cause  rivalrv  and  hickeriny.  '1  hese  thinys  should 
ho  evident  to  eveiw  one.  hut  it  should  also  he  m.'uhfest  to  .scune 
■of  the  late  cojners,  that  it  would  reiiuire  a i^reat  stretch  of 
charitv  for  am  one  hut  a liheralist  of  the  infidcj,  scho()l.  to 
helieve  that  they  can  expect  to  accomplish  anythin*^  without 
trviu"  to  make  inroads  upon  others,  thus  deliberately  rendinq'- 
asunder  the  hod\  of  Christ.  ( )f  course  these  ^)eo])le  will  he 
apt  to  have  mucli  to  sav  about  the  hiyotrv  of  those  who  will 
not  indorse  their  course,  hut  thev  always  remind  us  of  the 
yenial  (Juaker,  ( ieoryc  h'o\,  who  wrote  about  certain  persons 
in  his  ditir\- — the\  ■‘speak  most  of  what  runs  in  their  head," 
and  for  that  matter,  in  their  hearts  too.  It  is  not  tlte  liberal 
man  w ho  is  constantlv  talking  about  Itiyotrx , but  it  is  the  nar- 
rouLV't  biyot.  1 le  know,'  it  ^o  well  he  cannot  stop  lalkiii”'  about 
it. 


. W e yi\e  tiu  names  of  the  churches  and  sects  as  the\ 
;ire  yi\en  h\  tliem<elve.'' ; I ’aim  F-vanyellcal  Lutheran,  the  hr^t 

church  huildiny  erected  in  the  town.  1S45.  Its  history  is  yi\-en 

* • 

above.  d'rinit\'  Letormed.  termed  in  I’alni  Church.  Church 
of  ( iod,  popularK'  known  as  Winebrennarian.  organized  about 
forty  or  fort\'-H\e  year  a^o.  K\anoelical  .\ssociation  about  the 
same  tii\ie.  I nited  llrethren.  organized  at  (ira\el  Mill  aliout 
sixt\-  \ears  ayo  and  came  to  town  later.  St.  j(>lni.'  Lutheran. 
or<;anized  some  twenty  yetirs  atfo.  Merman  I’.aptists,  or  rimk- 
ers  also  Dunkers,  came  ’in  latel\’.  I'nited  Christian,  a recent 
organization.  Lhildrcn  of  Zion,  are  erecting  ;i  Inuhlmy  now. 
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I loffmanitcs.  w hatever  that  nia\’  mean.  W’c  .should  perhaps 
have  alided  a few  words  in  regard  to  some  of  the  other  Indus- 
tries,  ,s|ioe  inairu factories,  planintjt  mills,  etc..  I)ut  these  are  the 
j>rnducts  of  toda\-  anrl  can.  he  viewed  hv  all.  Year.s  hence  their 
In-'toiw  ’ua\'  he  w ritten  also. 
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